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Abstract: Chondroitin sulfate (CS) chains are involved in the regulation of various 
biological processes. However, the mechanism underlying the catabolism of CS is not well 
understood. Hyaluronan (HA)-degrading enzymes, the hyaluronidases, are assumed to act 
at the initial stage of the degradation process, because HA is similar in structure to 
nonsulfated CS, chondroitin (Chn). Although human hyaluronidase-1 (HYAL1) and 
testicular hyaluronidase (SPAM1) can degrade not only HA but also CS, they are assumed 
to digest CS to only a limited extent. In this study, the hydrolytic activities of HYAL1 and 
SPAM1 toward CS-A, CS-C, Chn, and HA were compared. HYAL1 depolymerized CS-A 
and HA to a similar extent. SPAM1 degraded CS-A, Chn, and HA to a similar extent. CS is 
widely distributed from very primitive organisms to humans, whereas HA has been 
reported to be present only in vertebrates with the single exception of a mollusk. Therefore, 
a genuine substrate of hyaluronidases appears to be CS as well as HA. 
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1. Introduction 

Chondroitin sulfate (CS) chains are linear polymers composed of the repeating disaccharide unit—
4GlcUAβ1-3GalNAcβ1—where GlcUA and GalNAc represent D-glucuronic acid and N-acetyl-D-
galactosamine, respectively, which are sulfated at different positions in various combinations [1,2]. CS 
chains have been demonstrated to be involved in the regulation of various biological processes such as 
cell proliferation, differentiation, and migration, cell-cell recognition, extracellular matrix deposition, 
and tissue morphogenesis [2–4]. The biological functions involved in such events have attracted much 
attention to the mechanism of CS biosynthesis [5]. However, not only biosynthesis but also catabolism 
is important for the regulation of the biological functions of CS. 

The cellular degradation of CS occurs predominantly in lysosomes [6]. Following the fragmentation 
of polysaccharides by an endo-type hydrolase, the oligosaccharide products are degraded sequentially 
from the nonreducing end by exo-type glycosidases and sulfatases to liberate monosaccharide moieties 
in lysosomes. Hyaluronan (HA)-degrading enzymes, hyaluronidases, are considered to act at the initial 
stage of the degradation process, because HA is similar in structure to nonsulfated CS, chondroitin 
(Chn) (Figure 1). Since some hyaluronidases can degrade not only HA but also CS [7–9], the cellular 
degradation of CS is considered to be executed by hyaluronidases.  

Recently, we have identified human hyaluronidase-4 (HYAL4) as a CS-specific endo-β-N-
acetylgalactosaminidase [10,11]. HYAL4 exhibited hydrolytic activity toward CS chains and degraded 
them into oligosaccharides, but hardly degraded HA at all. However, the expression of HYAL4 mRNA 
is not ubiquitous but restricted to placenta, skeletal muscle, and testis [12,13], suggesting that HYAL4 
is not the enzyme involved in the systemic catabolism of CS, but rather has specific functions in 
particular organs or tissues. The biological functions of HYAL4 are yet to be clarified.  

Although hyaluronidase-1 (HYAL1) and testicular hyaluronidase (SPAM1) have been reported to 
degrade CS chains to some extent [7–9,14,15], their activity toward CS has not been determined 
precisely. The preferred substrate of HYAL1 and SPAM1 is considered to be HA rather than CS, but 
the kinetic parameters of these enzymes toward HA and CS have not been compared. In addition, the 
structural heterogeneity of the sulfation of CS makes it intrinsically more difficult to determine the 
hydrolytic activity toward CS. Although HA is composed of a simple, nonsulfated disaccharide unit—
4GlcUAβ1-3GlcNAcβ1—the repeating disaccharide unit of CS is variously sulfated at different 
positions. The hydrolytic activity of a hyaluronidase toward CS-A, a major CS variant rich in 
GlcUAβ1-3GalNAc(4-O-sulfate) disaccharide units, might be distinct from that toward CS-C, another 
major variant rich in GlcUAβ1-3GalNAc(6-O-sulfate) disaccharide units. The degrading activities of 
hyaluronidases among these CS variants have not been quantitatively compared. 

Hyaluronidase activity has been measured by HA substrate-based zymography [16], a turbidity 
assay [17,18], an ELISA-like assay using a HA-binding protein [19], agarose-gel electrophoresis with 
a fluorophore-labeled HA [20], and colorimetric methods using p-dimethylaminobenzaldehyde [21] 
and Alcian blue [22]. However, the HA zymography and ELISA-like assay are specific methods for 
the detection of HA-degrading activity and not suitable for measurements of CS-degrading activity. 
Since the turbidity assay and zymography are applicable only to high-molecular-weight substrates such 
as HA, they are not useful for the relatively small CS chains. Therefore, most of these assays are not 
quantitative for the measurement of CS-degrading activity. The measurement of reducing ends of 
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of the newly formed reducing ends, the fluorescent intensity of 2AB can be used to quantify the 
number of sites cleaved by the enzyme in HA and CS preparations. 

Figure 2. Expression of hyaluronidase-1 (HYAL1) and testicular hyaluronidase (SPAM1) 
in COS-7 cells. The culture medium of COS-7 cells was transfected with HYAL1 or SPAM1, 
or mock-transfected cells was purified with ANTI-FLAG M2 affinity gel. The resin was 
subjected to sodium dodecyl sulfate polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis (SDS-PAGE) 
under reducing conditions and analyzed by Western blotting with the anti-FLAG antibody 
(A). The apparent molecular masses of the protein standards (right) are indicated. No bands 
were observed in the mock-transfected samples (left), suggesting that the bands detected in 
the lanes of HYAL1 and SPAM1 are their protein bands, respectively. The recombinant 
HYAL1 protein was eluted from the resin and subjected to SDS-PAGE. The purity was 
examined by silver staining (B). Molecular size marker proteins are shown on the left. 

 

The enzymatic activity of HYAL1 or SPAM1 towards Chn, CS-A, CS-C, and HA (35 kDa) was 
examined under various pH conditions (from 3.5 to 7.0), and the initial velocity of the digestion was 
determined (Figure 3). Unexpectedly, HYAL1 hydrolyzed CS-A at a higher velocity than HA at pH 
4.0–4.5. The relative rate of degradation of HA (35 kDa) : CS-A : CS-C : Chn by HYAL1 at pH 4.0 
was 1.0 : 1.3 : 0.6 : 0.3, respectively. HYAL1 showed weak but significant activity toward CS-C, but 
hardly acted on Chn (Figure 3A). The optimum pH for the activity of HYAL1 toward the CS variants 
was different from that toward HA. Although HYAL1 exhibited the highest hydrolytic activity toward 
the CS variants at pH 4.0, the rate of degradation of HA by HYAL1 still increased below pH 4.0 
(Figure 3A). pH-dependent conformational alterations in the HYAL1 protein may have contributed to 
the recognition of sulfate groups in CS. 

Compared with HYAL1, SPAM1 was active throughout a wide pH range. SPAM1 also exhibited 
higher hydrolytic activity toward CS-A than HA (35 kDa) at pH 4 (Figure 3B). The relative rate of 
degradation of HA (35 kDa) : CS-A : CS-C : Chn by SPAM1 at pH 4.0 was 1.0 : 1.1 : 0.1 : 0.6, 
respectively. In contrast to HYAL1, SPAM1 hardly depolymerized the CS-C variant. The pH-dependent 
degradation of Chn by SPAM1 was unique. Compared with the optimum pH of SPAM1 for HA and 
CS-A (pH 4.0), that for Chn was in the higher range (pH 4.5–5.5). The relative rate of degradation of 



Biomolecules 2012, 2 553 
 

 

HA (35 kDa) : CS-A : CS-C : Chn by SPAM1 at pH 5.5 was 1.0 : 0.7 : 0.2 : 2.0, respectively. SPAM1 
shows a distinct substrate preference depending on pH. It prefers HA and CS to Chn at pH 4.0, 
whereas this preference becomes reversed above pH 4.5.  

Figure 3. The pH profiles for the hydrolytic activity of HYAL1 (A) and SPAM1 (B).  
CS-A (circles), CS-C (squares), chondroitin (Chn) (diamonds), or HA (triangles) were 
incubated with purified HYAL1 or SPAM1 in 50 mM formate buffer, pH 3.5–5.0, or 50 mM 
formate buffer, pH 3.5–5.0, and 50 mM phosphate buffer, pH 5.0–7.0, respectively, 
containing 150 mM NaCl and the digests were labeled with 2-aminobenzamide (2AB). The 
2AB-derivatives were digested with chondroitinase AC-II, and then analyzed by anion-
exchange high performance liquid chromatography (HPLC) on an amine-bond silica 
column. Degradation of CS variants and HA was assessed by velocity of digestion as described 
under the “Experimental Section”. The experiments were performed under conditions in which 
less than 5% of total substrate was digested. Values represent the mean ± SD (n = 3). 

 

Table 1. Kinetic parameters of the recombinant HYAL1. 

Substrate 
Apparent Km 

mM as disaccharides 
Apparent Vmax 

pmol/min 
Apparent Vmax/Km 

HA 
CS-A 
CS-C 
Chn 

0.40 
0.21 
0.64 
1.20 

23.0 
30.5 
10.8 
9.0 

57.5 
145 
16.9 
7.5 

Table 2. Kinetic parameters of the recombinant SPAM1. 

Substrate 
Apparent Km 

mM as disaccharides 
Apparent Vmax 

pmol/min 
Apparent Vmax/Km 

HA  
CS-A 
CS-C 
Chn 

0.20 
0.13 
0.48 
1.02 

0.92 
0.94 
0.28 
1.55 

4.5 
7.5 
0.6 
1.5 
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To examine the effects of the chain length of HA on the susceptibility to the enzymes, the HA 
preparations, which have an average molecular mass of 6.5 or 130 kDa from Streptococcus pyogenes 
or 1,000 kDa from human umbilical cord, were also incubated with HYAL1 or SPAM1 under various 
pH conditions (Figure 4). However, no significant difference was observed in the amount of 
oligosaccharides formed, suggesting that the chain length of HA does not strongly affect the specificity 
of either recombinant enzyme. 

Figure 4. The pH profiles for the hydrolytic activity of HYAL1 (A) and SPAM1 (B) 
towards HA preparations with different molecular masses. The HA preparations, which 
had an average molecular mass of 6.5 (circles), 130 (squares), or 1,000 (diamonds) kDa, 
were incubated with purified HYAL1 or SPAM1 in 50 mM formate buffer, pH 3.5–5.0, or 
50 mM formate buffer, pH 3.5–5.0, and 50 mM phosphate buffer, pH 5.0–7.0, respectively, 
containing 150 mM NaCl and the digests were labeled with 2AB. The 2AB-derivatives 
were digested with chondroitinase AC-II, and then analyzed by anion-exchange HPLC on 
an amine-bond silica column. Degradation was assessed by velocity of digestion. The 
experiments were performed under conditions in which less than 5% of total substrate was 
digested. Values represent the mean ± SD (n = 3). 

 

2.2. Kinetic Analysis of CS-Degrading Activity of HYAL1 and SPAM1 

To compare the enzymatic activity of HYAL1 or SPAM1 towards different substrates in more 
detail, a kinetic analysis was performed. As both enzymes exhibited strong activity towards HA and 
CS around pH 4.0, experiments were conducted at pH 4.0. The initial reaction rates and substrate 
concentrations (as disaccharide) were used for an analysis with Hanes-Woolf plots (Figures 5 and 6). 
The apparent Michaelis-Menten constants as well as Vmax values for Chn, CS-A, CS-C, and HA with 
an average molecular mass of 35 kDa were determined and are shown in Tables 1 and 2. The apparent 
Km values of HYAL1 were similar among the CS variants and HA (35 kDa), indicating that HYAL1 
equally recognizes them as its substrates. However, the apparent Vmax values of HYAL1 toward HA 
(35 kDa) and CS-A were higher than those toward CS-C and Chn (Table 1). This may contribute to the 
difference in the degradation rate of HYAL1 among these substrates. In fact, the substrates ranked as 
follows in order of the ratio Vmax/Km: CS-A>HA>CS-C>Chn, being consistent with the order of the 
initial reaction rates at pH 4.0 calculated in Figure 3A. 
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Figure 5. Hanes-Woolf plots of the initial velocities obtained by enzymatic hydrolysis of 
varying concentrations of CS isoforms and HA with HYAL1. HYAL1 was incubated in  
50 mM formate buffer, pH 4.0, with different concentrations of CS-A (A), CS-C (B),  
Chn (C), or HA (D). After incubation, degradation products were labeled with 2AB and 
digested with chondroitinase AC-II. The resultant oligosaccharides were quantified by 
HPLC as described in the “Experimental Section”. The plots show linearity and the reaction 
velocity was used for a kinetic analysis to determine apparent Km, Vmax, and Vmax/Km values 
for HYAL1. 

 

Figure 6. Hanes-Woolf plots of the initial velocities obtained by enzymatic hydrolysis of 
varying concentrations of CS isoforms and HA with SPAM1. SPAM1 was incubated in  
50 mM formate buffer, pH 4.0, with different concentrations of CS-A (A), CS-C (B),  
Chn (C), or HA (D). For details, see the legend to Figure 5. 
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The apparent Km values of SPAM1 for HA (35 kDa) and CS-A were several times smaller than 
those for CS-C and Chn (Table 2), suggesting that SPAM1 has a higher affinity for the former 
substrates than the latter. In addition, the apparent Vmax values of SPAM1 for HA (35 kDa), CS-A, and 
Chn were several times higher than those for CS-C (Table 2). When the apparent Vmax/Km values of 
SPAM1 were compared, the substrates ranked as follows: CS-A>HA>Chn>CS-C. This order was the 
same as that for the initial reaction rates of SPAM1 at pH 4.0 calculated in Figure 3B. 

3. Discussion  

The genuine substrate of hyaluronidases has been considered to be HA, although the enzymes also 
depolymerize CS, because HYAL1 was reported to digest CS more slowly than HA [8,9]. Therefore, 
we have sought a CS-specific endo-type hydrolase [24,25], and demonstrated HYAL4 to be a CS-specific 
hydrolase [10,11]. However, the expression of human HYAL4 is not ubiquitous but restricted to the 
placenta, skeletal muscle, and testis [12,13]. HYAL4 does not seem to be involved in the systemic 
catabolism of CS in lysosomes, but rather has specific temporal functions in particular organs or 
tissues. How are CS chains systemically degraded under physiological conditions? Since HYAL1 is 
ubiquitously expressed and can degrade CS chains to only a limited extent [7–9], we estimated that it 
might depolymerize CS chains under specific pH conditions or by forming a complex with some other 
assistant protein(s). In fact, the HA-degrading activity of HYAL2 at pH 6.0–7.0 was detected only 
when the enzyme was co-expressed with CD44 [26]. In addition, no quantitative comparison of the 
hydrolytic activity of hyaluronidases toward CS and HA had ever been reported to our knowledge.  

In the present study, the hydrolytic activities of HYAL1 and SPAM1 toward CS-A, CS-C, Chn, and 
HA have been determined. Unexpectedly, both HYAL1 and SPAM1 depolymerized CS-A as well as 
HA at a similar velocity at pH 4.0 (Figure 3). Under conditions of pH 4.5, HYAL1 preferentially 
recognizes CS-A rather than HA, although it degrades HA at a higher velocity than CS-A at pH 3.5 
(Figure 3A). In regard to degradation by HYAL1 and SPAM1, CS-A turned out to be comparable to 
HA. Furthermore, the optimal pH of SPAM1 was higher for Chn than HA and CS-A. SPAM1 prefers 
Chn to HA and CS-A under higher pH conditions (Figure 3B). In contrast, the digestion of CS-C by 
HYAL1 and SPAM1 was much slower than that for other substrates, indicating that the 6-O-sulfate 
group on the GalNAc residue has inhibitory effects on hyaluronidases. It should be noted, however, 
that the enzymes used in this study were not the native protein but fused with the FLAG tag. The 
possibilities cannot be excluded that the presence of the octapeptide DYKDDDDK sequence may 
influence the activity of the enzymes and that the activities toward the different substrates as well as 
the pH optima may be altered from those of the native enzymes. 

Since HYAL1 is ubiquitously expressed and hydrolyzes CS-A and HA to a similar extent, it is a 
candidate for the enzyme involved in the systemic catabolism of CS, as the earlier investigators 
estimated. The major disaccharide unit found in mammalian CS is the GalNAc(4-O-sulfate)-containing 
disaccharide unit (CS-A type) [27,28], being consistent with the substrate preference of HYAL1.  
It, however, should be noted that a significant amount of the GalNAc(6-O-sulfate)-containing 
disaccharide unit (CS-C type) is also present in mammals. CS-C isoforms might be hydrolyzed by 
other HYAL family members or the substrate-specificity of HYAL1 might be modified to recognize 
CS-C by forming a complex with some other assistant protein(s), as for the HA-degrading activity of a 
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HYAL2/CD44 complex at pH 6.0–7.0 [26]. Another possibility is that exo-type CS-degrading 
enzymes may be able to sufficiently catabolize CS polysaccharide chains. Although the loss of 
exoglycosidases to hydrolyze glycosaminoglycan oligosaccharides leads to severe genetic disorders, 
mucoplysaccharidoses [6], a patient with a deficiency of HYAL1 was reported to show a mild clinical 
phenotype [29], suggesting that exo-type CS/HA-degrading enzymes play the major role, and the 
contribution by endo-glycosidases might be small in the catabolism of CS/HA. 

When the apparent Vmax/Km values of HYAL1 or SPAM1 for HA, CS-A, and Chn at pH 4.0 were 
compared, the substrates ranked as follows: CS-A>HA>Chn. Since the structure of the sugar backbone 
is the same between Chn and CS-A, the order was expected to be HA>Chn>CS-A or CS-A>Chn>HA. 
However, Chn was not in the middle position though it was less sensitive to HYAL1 than HA which is 
also nonsulfated but differs from Chn/CS-A in the structure of the sugar backbone. The pH profiles of 
the hydrolytic activity of SPAM1 toward HA and CS-A were similar but different from that toward 
Chn. Therefore, the steric conformation of HA and CS-A may resemble but be distinct from that of Chn. 

Chn/CS most likely occurred in evolution prior to HA [30]. Although Chn and CS have been 
demonstrated in nematodes (Nematoda) [31] and hydrozoan (Cnidaria) [32], respectively, HA has not. 
HA appears to be common among metazoan vertebrates [30]. Some bacterial strains can also 
synthesize HA when they form extracellular polysaccharide capsules [33]. However, HA appears to be 
an animal innovation. Isolation of HA has also been reported in mollusks, but only in the bivalve 
Mytilus galloprovincialis [34]. Therefore, HA most likely emerged at a relatively late stage of 
evolution. Previously we demonstrated the human hyaluronidase homolog in Caenorhabditis elegans 
to be a Chn hydrolase [24]. Based on the appearance of CS/Chn prior to HA during evolution, 
hyaluronidases seem to be originally Chn/CS hydrolases and to have acquired the hydrolytic activity 
toward HA later. Thus, the genuine substrate of “hyaluronidases” used to be CS during the early stages 
of evolution, and that is why HYAL1 and PH20 appear to be able to act on not only HA but also CS-A 
to a similar extent. 

The sugar stereoconfiguration, the substitution pattern of the backbone hydroxy groups, and the 
glycosidic linkages are identical in Chn and HA. The only difference in structure is the configuration at 
the C-4 position of the hexosamine residues. Although HYAL1 degrades not only HA but also CS/Chn, 
HYAL4 is specific for CS/Chn [10,11]. The amino acid residues responsible for distinguishing GalNAc 
from GlcNAc have yet to be identified. Studies of sequence homology between HYAL4 and HYAL1 
may provide some information concerning those amino acids. Based on the three-dimensional 
modeling of human HYALs, Jedrzejas and Stern [9] have claimed that Cys263 in HYAL4 replaced by 
Tyr247 in HYAL1 may cause the difference in substrate specificity. The Cys263 in HYAL4 reported by 
Jedrzejas and Stern [9] (accession number: AF009010) was replaced by Gly263 in the sequence of the 
HYAL4 gene cloned by us (accession number: AB470346) and the Mammalian Gene Collection 
Program Team (accession numbers: BC104788 and BC104790) as well as in human genomic DNA 
(accession number: NT_007933). It, however, should be noted that the Tyr247 residue in HYAL1 is 
conserved among all HYAL family members except for HYAL4. In the sequence of the CS-specific 
mouse Hyal4 gene, the corresponding Tyr residue is replaced by Ser263. To investigate the involvement 
of Tyr in the recognition of GlcNAc, point mutants, human HYAL4(Gly263to Tyr) as well as mouse 
Hyal4(Ser263 to Tyr), were generated and their substrate specificity was characterized (Kaneiwa, 
Sugahara, and Yamada, unpublished). Based on the unpublished observations, mouse Hyal4(Ser263 to 



Biomolecules 2012, 2 558 
 

 

Tyr) hydrolyzed not only CS but also HA, indicating that replacement of Ser by Tyr conferred the HA-
degrading activity to mHyal4. However, human HYAL4(Gly263to Tyr) still depolymerized only CS 
and not HA. The Tyr residue in HYAL1 appears to be partially involved in the recognition of GlcNAc 
in HA, but it is not sufficient to govern the substrate specificity. Identification of the amino acid 
residues responsible for the recognition of the amino sugars may lead to the development of artificial 
CS/HA hydrolases, which recognize specific CS structures or HA and will be useful for elucidating 
novel roles of CS or HA. 

4. Experimental Section  

4.1. Materials 

The following sugars and enzymes were purchased from Seikagaku Corp. (Tokyo, Japan): CS-A 
from whale cartilage, CS-C from shark cartilage, Chn, a chemically desulfated derivative of CS-A, 
chondroitinase ABC from Proteus vulgaris (EC 4.2.2.20), and chondroitinase AC-II from 
Arthrobacter aurescens (EC 4.2.2.5). HA from human umbilical cord was obtained from Sigma (Saint 
Louis, MO, USA). The average molecular size of the commercial Chn, CS-A, CS-C, and HA from 
human umbilical cord was determined to be 23, 34, 64, and 1,000 kDa, respectively, by gel filtration 
chromatography with size-defined dextran preparations as standards (data not shown). HA 
preparations, which have an average molecular mass of 6.5, 35, or 130 kDa, from Streptococcus pyogenes 
were purchased from R&D systems, Inc. (Minneapolis, MN, USA). COS-7 cells were obtained from 
Japan Health Sciences Foundation (Tokyo, Japan). The pCMV-SPORT6/human HYAL1 vector 
(IMAGE Consortium cDNA clone, ID number 5186626) was from ResGen (Huntsville, AL, USA). 
Human testis cDNA was purchased from Clontech. 

4.2. Cloning of SPAM1 cDNA 

The putative full-length open reading frame encoding human SPAM1 was amplified from the 
human testis cDNA by two rounds of PCR using specific primers corresponding to the sequences in 
the 5’- and 3’-noncoding regions. The first PCR was performed with the primers, 5’-GGT CCT TCC 
TAG CAA GGG ATG CTA A-3’ and 5’-GCA CTT AAT ACC CAA GGA TGT TGG-3’. The second 
PCR was performed with the nested primers, 5’-GAG ACC AGC CAA CTT CTT GCC TTG-3’ and 
5’-TGT AAG CCA AGG GAA GAG GCC TG-3’. Each PCR was carried out with the KOD-Plus 
DNA polymerase (Toyobo, Tokyo, Japan) in the presence of 5% (v/v) dimethyl sulfoxide for 30 cycles 
at 95 °C for 30 s, 54 °C or 57 °C for 42 s, respectively, and 68 °C for 2 min. The amplified cDNA 
fragment of expected size (~2.0 kbp) was subcloned into a pGEM®-T Easy vector (Promega) and 
sequenced by Hokkaido System Science (Sapporo, Japan). 

4.3. Construction of an Expression Vector Containing a cDNA Fragment Encoding a Soluble Form of 
HYAL1 or SPAM1 

The DNA fragment which encodes the HYAL1 protein lacking the first N-terminal 28 amino acids 
(a hydrophobic region), was amplified by PCR with the pCMV-SPORT6/human HYAL1 vector as a 
template, using a 5’ primer containing an in-frame EcoRV site (5’-GCG ATA TCG AAC CGG CCC 
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TTC ACC ACC-3’) and a 3’ primer containing a BamHI site (5’-GCG GAT CCG CAT TAG GTT 
CTC AAT AT-3’). PCR was carried out with the KOD-Plus DNA polymerase for 30 cycles at 95 °C 
for 30 s, 55 °C for 45 s, and 68 °C for 2 min. The DNA fragment which encodes the SPAM1 protein 
lacking both the first N-terminal 36 amino acids (a hydrophobic region), and the last C-terminal  
26 amino acids (the putative glycosylphosphatidylinositol-anchored region) was amplified by PCR 
with the pGEM®-T Easy vector containing the SPAM1 gene as a template, using a 5’ primer containing 
an in-frame EcoRV site (5’-GCG ATA TCG AAT TTC AGA GCA CCT CCT-3’) and a 3’ primer 
containing a BamHI site (5’-GCG GAT CCT CAA GCA TTG TAG AAA ATT TG-3’). PCR was 
carried out with the KOD-Plus DNA polymerase for 30 cycles at 95 °C for 30 s, 56 °C for 45 s, and  
68 °C for 2.5 min. The amplified fragment was cloned into the EcoRV and BamHI sites of the 
expression vector p3XFLAG-CMV-8 (Sigma), resulting in the fusion of HYAL1 or SPAM1 to the 
preprotrypsin leader sequence and the FLAG tag sequence present in the vector. The preprotrypsin 
leader sequence was used for the effective expression of the enzyme protein instead of the original 
signal sequence. 

4.4. Expression of a Soluble Form of HYAL1 or SPAM1 

The expression plasmids (6.7 μg) were introduced into COS-7 cells using FuGENETM6 (Roche 
Diagnostics, Basel, Switzerland) according to the manufacturer’s instructions. After 3 days of culture 
at 37 °C, 8 mL of the culture medium was collected and incubated with 160 μL of anti-DYKDDDK 
antibody-conjugated affinity gel (Wako) overnight at 4 °C. The resin was washed with 25 mM  
Tris-buffered saline containing 0.05% Tween-20. The recombinant HYAL1 protein was eluted from 
the resin with 400 μL of 0.1 M glycine-HCl buffer (pH 2.7) and the eluate was neutralized with  
Tris-HCl buffer (pH 9.5). 

4.5. Measurement of the Enzymatic Activity 

The SPAM1-bound resin was washed with an incubation buffer and then resuspended with 64 μL of 
the buffer. The suspension (14 μL) was incubated with various concentrations of CS variants or HA at 
37 °C in a 50 mM formate or phosphate buffer, pH 3.0–7.0, containing 150 mM NaCl in a total 
volume of 40 μL, and the reactions were terminated at 60 min. The purified HYAL1 protein (5 μL as 
the eluate) was also incubated with various substrates, and the reactions were terminated at 15 min. 
The reaction mixture was occasionally mixed with a vortex mixer. The SPAM1-bound resin was 
removed by filtration using an Ultrafree-MC filter (Millipore, Billerica, MA, USA). Each sample was 
labeled with 2AB [35], and excess 2AB-derivatizing reagents were removed by extraction with 
chloroform [36]. The 2AB-derivatives were digested by chondroitinase AC-II (5 mIU) in 50 mM 
sodium acetate buffer, pH 6.0, and the digests were analyzed by anion-exchange HPLC on an amine-
bound silica PA-03 column (4.6 × 250 mm, YMC Co., Kyoto, Japan) using a linear gradient of 
NaH2PO4 from 16 to 538 mM over 60 min at a flow rate of 1 mL/min. Eluates were monitored by 
measuring fluorescence with excitation and emission wavelengths of 330 and 420 nm, respectively. 
The hydrolytic activity of HYAL1 or SPAM1 was assessed based on the velocity of digestion, which 
was determined by measuring the peak area. The reaction rate was measured as moles of the products 
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formed/min and apparent Michaelis-Menten constants were determined by fitting the data to the 
Hanes-Woolf equation ([S]/V = [S]/Vmax + Km/Vmax). 

4.6. Western Blotting 

The enzyme-bound resins were washed with 25 mM Tris-buffered saline containing 0.05%  
Tween-20, and incubated with the SDS sample buffer and DTT solution (New England Biolabs) in a 
total volume of 30 μL at 100 °C for 5 min. After centrifugation at 1,000 rpm for 2 min, the supernatant 
fluid was subjected to SDS-PAGE. Proteins were resolved on 7.5% SDS-polyacrylamide gels and 

transferred to a polyvinylidene difluoride membrane. The membrane was incubated with  
peroxidase-labeled anti-DYKDDDDK monoclonal antibody (Wako) diluted 1:1,000 with the blocking 
buffer overnight. The bound antibody was detected using an Immunostar LD (Wako). The purity of the 
enzyme was also examined by silver staining as described [24]. 

5. Conclusions  

In this study we have determined the hydrolytic activity of HYAL1 as well as the testicular 
hyaluronidase, SPAM1, quantitatively. Their activities toward CS-A were demonstrated to be comparable 
to those toward HA. This is the first characterization of the activity of these hyaluronidases toward CS. 
CS chains may be the primary substrate for both hyaluronidases. Recently, Gushulak et al. [37] 
reported the accumulation of CS in mice deficient in Hyal1 and β-hexosaminidase, indicating the  
in vivo function of HYAL1 in the systemic degradation of CS. This was consistent with the present 
observation that HYAL1 has strong hydrolytic activity toward CS-A. HYAL1 appears to be involved 
in various biological processes by degrading not only HA but also CS chains. It is important to 
elucidate the function and influence of the degradation of CS by hyaluronidases in vivo under 
physiological as well as pathological conditions. 

Acknowledgments 

This work was supported in part by Grants-in-aid for Scientific Research C-24590071 (to S. Y.) 
from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology of Japan (MEXT). 

Conflict of Interest 

The authors declare no conflict of interest. 

References 

1. Sugahara, K.; Yamada, S. Structure and function of oversulfated chondroitin sulfate variants: 
Unique sulfation patterns and neuroregulatory activities. Trends Glycosci. Glycotechnol. 2000, 12, 
321–349. 

2. Sugahara, K.; Mikami, T.; Uyama, T.; Mizuguchi, S.; Nomura, K.; Kitagawa, H. Recent advances 
in the structural biology of chondroitin sulfate and dermatan sulfate. Curr. Opin. Struct. Biol. 
2003, 13, 612–620. 



Biomolecules 2012, 2 561 
 

 

3. Rauch, U.; Kappler, L. Chondroitin/dermatan sulfates in the central nervous system: Their 
structures and functions in health and disease. Adv. Pharmacol. 2006, 53, 337–356. 

4. Sugahara, K.; Mikami, T. Chondroitin/dermatan sulfate in the central nervous system. Curr. Opin. 
Struct. Biol. 2007, 17, 536–545. 

5. Uyama, T.; Kitagawa, H.; Sugahara, K. Biosynthesis of glycosaminoglycans and proteoglycans. 
In Comprehensive Glycoscience; Kamerling, J.P., Ed.; Elsevier: Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 
2007; Volume 3, pp. 79–104. 

6. Prabhakar, V.; Sasisekharan, R. The biosynthesis and catabolism of galactosaminoglycans.  
Adv. Pharmacol. 2006, 53, 69–115. 

7. Kresse, H.; Glössl, J. Glycosaminoglycan degradation. Adv. Enzymol. Relat. Areas Mol. Biol. 
1987, 60, 217–311. 

8. Csoka, A.B.; Frost, G.I.; Stern, R. The six hyaluronidase-like genes in the human and mouse 
genomes. Matrix Biol. 2001, 20, 499–508. 

9. Jedrzejas, M.J.; Stern, R. Structures of vertebrate hyaluronidases and their unique enzymatic 
mechanism of hydrolysis. Proteins 2005, 61, 227–238. 

10. Kaneiwa, T.; Mizumoto, S.; Sugahara, K.; Yamada, S. Identification of human hyaluronidase-4 as 
a novel chondroitin sulfate hydrolase that preferentially cleaves the galactosaminidic linkage in 
the trisulfated tetrasaccharide sequence. Glycobiology 2010, 20, 300–309. 

11. Yamada, S. Chondroitin sulfate-specific novel hydrolase in human. Adv. Exp. Med. Biol. 2012, 
749, 47–56. 

12. Csoka, A.B.; Scherer, S.W.; Stern, R. Expression analysis of six paralogous human hyaluronidase 
genes clustered on chromosomes 3p21 and 7q31. Genomics 1999, 60, 356–361. 

13. Kaneiwa, T.; Miyazaki, A.; Kogawa, R.; Mizumoto, S.; Sugahara, K.; Yamada, S. Identification of 
amino acid residues required for the substrate specificity of human and mouse chondroitin sulfate 
hydrolase (conventional hyaluronidase-4). J. Biol. Chem. 2012, doi:10.1074/jbc.M112.360693. 

14. Sugahara, K.; Tanaka, Y.; Yamada, S. Preparation of a series of sulfated tetrasaccharides from 
shark cartilage chondroitin sulfate D using testicular hyaluronidase and structure determination by 
500 MHz 1H NMR spectroscopy. Glycoconj. J. 1996, 13, 609–619. 

15. Sugahara, K.; Tanaka, Y.; Yamada, S.; Seno, N.; Kitagawa, H.; Haslam, S.M.; Morris, HR.; Dell, 
A. Novel sulfated oligosaccharides containing 3-O-sulfated glucuronic acid from king crab 
cartilage chondroitin sulfate K. Unexpected degradation by chondroitinase ABC. J. Biol. Chem. 
1996, 271, 26745–26754. 

16. Guntenhöner, M.W.; Pogrel, M.A.; Stern, R. A substrate-gel assay for hyaluronidase activity. 
Matrix 1992, 12, 388–396. 

17. Di Ferrante, N. Turbidimetric measurement of acid mucopolysaccharides and hyaluronidase 
activity. J. Biol. Chem. 1956, 220, 303–306. 

18. Tung, J.S.; Mark, G.E.; Hollis, G.F. A microplate assay for hyaluronidase and hyaluronidase 
inhibitors. Anal. Biochem. 1994, 223, 149–152. 

19. Stern, M. Stern, R. An ELISA-like assay for hyaluronidase and hyaluronidase inhibitors. Matrix 
1992, 12, 397–403. 



Biomolecules 2012, 2 562 
 

 

20. Müllegger, J.; Reitinger, S.; Lepperdinger, G. Hapten-labeled hyaluronan, a substrate to monitor 
hyaluronidase activity by enhanced chemiuminescence-assisted detection on filter blots. Anal. 
Biochem. 2001, 293, 291–293. 

21. Bonner, W.M Jr.; Cantey, E.Y. Colorimetric method for determination of serum hyaluronidase 
activity. Clin. Chim. Acta 1966, 13, 746–752. 

22. Baba, D.; Kashiwabara, S.; Honda, A.; Yamagata, K.; Wu, Q.; Ikawa, M.; Okabe, M.; Baba, T. 
Mouse sperm lacking cell surface hyaluronidase PH-20 can pass through the layer of cumulus 
cells and fertilize the egg. J. Biol. Chem. 2002, 277, 30310–30314. 

23. Lin, Y.; Mahan, K.; Lathrop, W.F.; Myles, D.G.; Primakoff, P. A hyaluronidase activity of the 
sperm plasma membrane protein PH-20 enables sperm to penetrate the cumulus cell layer 
surrounding the egg. J. Cell. Biol. 1994, 125, 1157–1163. 

24. Kaneiwa, T.; Yamada, S.; Mizumoto, S.; Motaño, A.M.; Mitani, S.; Sugahara, K. Identification of 
novel chondroitin hydrolase in Caenorhabditis. elegans. J. Biol. Chem. 2008, 283, 14971–14979 

25. Yamada, S.; Mizumoto, S.; Sugahara, K. Chondroitin hydrolase in Caenorhabditis elegans. 
Trends Glycosci. Glycotechnol. 2009, 21, 149–162. 

26. Harada, H.; Takahashi, M. CD44-dependent intracellular and extracellular catabolism of 
hyaluronic acid by hyaluronidase-1 and -2. J. Biol. Chem. 2007, 282, 5597–5607. 

27. Yamada, S.; Sugahara, K. Potential therapeutic application of chondroitin sulfate/dermatan 
sulfate. Curr. Drug Discov. Technol. 2008, 5, 289–301. 

28. Ohtake-Niimi, S.; Kondo, S.; Ito, T.; Kakehi, S.; Ohta, T.; Habuchi, H.; Kimata, K.; Habuchi, O. 
Mice deficient in N-acetylgalactosamine 4-sulfate 6-O-sulfotransferase are unable to synthesize 
chondroitin/dermatan sulfate containing N-acetylgalactosamine 4,6-bissulfate residues and exhibit 
decreased protease activity in bone marrow-derived mast cells. J. Biol. Chem. 2010, 285,  
20793–20805. 

29. Triggs-Raine, B.; Salo, T.J.; Zhang, H.; Wicklow, B.A.; Natowicz, M.R. Mutations in HYAL1, a 
member of a tandemly distributed multigene family encoding disparate hyaluronidase activities, 
cause a newly described lysosomal disorder, mucopolysaccharidosis IX. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. 
USA 1999, 96, 6296–6300. 

30. Yamada, S.; Sugahara, K.; Özbek, S. Evolution of glycosaminoglycans: Comparative biochemical 
study. Commun. Integr. Biol. 2011, 4, 150–158. 

31. Yamada, S.; Van Die, I.; Van den Eijnden, D.H.; Yokota, A.; Kitagawa, H.; Sugahara, K. 
Demonstration of glycosaminoglycans in Caenorhabditis. elegans. FEBS Lett. 1999, 459, 327–331. 

32. Yamada, S.; Morimoto, H.; Fujisawa, T.; Sugahara, K. Glycosaminoglycans in Hydra 
magnipapillate (Hydrozoa, Cnidaria): Demonstration of chondroitin in the developing 
nematocyst, the sting organelle, and structural characterization of glycosaminoglycans. 
Glycobiology. 2007, 17, 886–894. 

33. Wessels, M.R.; Moses, A.E.; Goldberg, J.B.; DiCesare, T.J. Hyaluronic acid capsule is a virulence 
factor for mucoid group A streptococci. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 1991, 88, 8317–8321. 

34. Volpi, N.; Maccari, F. Purification and characterization of hyaluronic acid from the mollusc 
bivalve Mytilus. galloprovincialis. Biochimie. 2003, 85, 619–625. 
 



Biomolecules 2012, 2 563 
 

 

35. Kinoshita, A.; Sugahara, K. Microanalysis of glycosaminoglycan-derived oligosaccharides 
labeled with a fluorophore 2-aminobenzamide by high-performance liquid chromatography: 
application to disaccharide composition analysis and exosequencing of oligosaccharides.  
Anal. Biochem. 1999, 269, 367–378. 

36. Kawashima, H.; Atarashi, K.; Hirose, M.; Hirose, J.; Yamada, S.; Sugahara, K.; Miyasaka, M. 
Oversulfated chondroitin/dermatan sulfates containing GlcAα1/IdoAβ1–3GalNAc(4,6-O-disulfate) 
interact with L- and P-selectin and chemokines. J. Biol. Chem. 2002, 277, 12921–12930. 

37. Gushulak, L.; Hemming, R.; Martin, D.; Seyrantepe, V.; Pshezhetsky, A.; Triggs-Raine, B. 
Hyaluronidase 1 and β-exosaminidase have redundant functions in hyaluronan and chondroitin 
sulfate degradation. J. Biol. Chem. 2012, 287, 16689–16697. 

© 2012 by the authors; licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access article 
distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution license 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/). 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


