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Abstract: Firstly, ZnO nanorods were prepared by a relatively simple method, and then self-sacrificed
by a water bath heating method to generate a commonly used porous ZIF-8 and firmly attached to
the ZnO surface. The successful synthesis of synthetic composites was demonstrated with various
detection methods. The gas-sensing results show that the ZIF-8-coated ZnO with a core-shell struc-
ture exhibits better response than the raw ZnO because of the increased specific surface area and
active sites.
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1. Introduction

Humans live in the atmosphere and cannot survive without air. In addition to the
main components in the air, there are many very small amounts of other gases, which may
originate from volcanic eruptions, lightning, and the decomposition of biological corpses,
but their content can be ignored, and the atmosphere itself has a certain ability to self-purify.
However, the Earth has a limited capacity for self-cleaning. Moreover, with the progress
and development of human science and technology, a large number of natural resources
are consumed and a large amount of gases, including toxic gases and greenhouse gases, are
produced in a short period of time [1,2]. Except for a small amount of naturally occurring
gases, the vast majority of harmful gases are currently emitted from human activities;
there are many ways to produce toxic and harmful gases, including industrial exhaust,
automobile exhaust, and house renovation [3–6]. The Earth’s self-cleaning capacity is also
decreasing due to the decrease in wetlands and plants. If we expect the Earth to clean itself,
we must wait for an extremely long time. Moreover, the cleanliness of the atmosphere
directly affects the safety of human life, so countries advocate energy conservation and
emission reduction, which is to curb pollution from the source. Meanwhile, the detection of
various gases becomes very important in the production of life. Timely detection of these
gases can not only avoid safety accidents, but also reduce air pollution.

Most conventional gas sensors use semiconducting metal oxides (SMOx), which are
inexpensive and easy to fabricate [7–9]. Although there are some problems in detection
performance, various methods have been explored to improve performance, and research
on SMOx has never stopped [10–12]. Most of the traditional gas sensors use semiconductor
metal oxides. As an iconic n-type semiconductor, ZnO is widely used because of its low
cost, its ability to be prepared in a variety of shapes, and its ease of detection of a wide
range of gases [13–17]. Although it has been shown through various studies that only
using ZnO has various problems, various methods can address these challenges [18,19]. At
present, the research of ZnO in gas sensing mainly focuses on improving the response and
selectivity, lowering the optimal temperature, and improving the response-recovery speed.
These can be improved by changing the morphology, light activation, doping precious
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metals, compounding and so on [15,20–23]. The change of ZnO itself is mainly to improve
the gas-sensing performance by changing the size and morphology of ZnO, which is mainly
guided by the change of the synthesis method. At present, because of the small size and
large specific surface area of 3D nanostructured ZnO, it can effectively improve the gas
adsorption, so it is a research hotspot [24,25]. Light activation mainly uses ultraviolet light
or visible light provided by the outside world instead of heat, thus lowering the working
temperature of ZnO [15,26,27]. However, ultraviolet light has radiation and visible light
has a low excitation rate, so further research is needed [25]. Precious metals can improve
gas sensitivity by electrical or chemical effects, but this method has the disadvantage of
high cost [28–30]. As a relatively common method, compounding has many advantages.
First of all, there are many types of materials that can be combined with ZnO, such as other
metal oxides, carbon materials, polymers and so on [25,31–33]. They can form various
heterojunctions or homojunctions, which are favorable for the transition of electrons in
the composite. Moreover, the advantages of the two materials can be combined together
through synergistic action, so as to improve the disadvantages of the materials and obtain
the desired properties.

Metal-organic frameworks (MOFs) are porous coordination polymers, which have
been extensively studied in recent years and are used in various fields. Studies have
shown that this material can enhance gas adsorption through metal ions and functional
groups [34], and since these open metal ions can act as active sites to achieve electron
transfer, it is believed that MOFs can react with specific gas molecules. MOFs also have
potential for gas adsorption or detection. However, most MOFs are poorly conductive due
to the insulating properties of organic ligands, so it is difficult to be intuitively represented
by conversion into electrical signals, which is the reason why pure MOFs are less used
in resistive gas-sensing applications [35–38]. Of course, there are some workarounds,
such as using other kinds of gas sensors. In addition, the preparation of MOF-based
composites is also a good application method [34]. There are many kinds of MOF materials.
ZIF belongs to a relatively common category, which is an MOF material with a zeolite-
like structure obtained by the reaction of Zn(II) or Co(II) with imidazole ligands [39,40].
ZIFs have many advantages, such as tunable structures and better thermal and chemical
stability [34,41,42]. These advantages can provide potential utility for gas adsorption and
sensing. As the most widely used ZIF material, the application of ZIF-8 in gas sensing has
been reported [43–46]. ZIF-8 can improve gas-sensing performance by taking advantage
of its advantages of moisture resistance, thermal stability, selective pore size, and large
specific surface area [41,42,47,48]. Furthermore, ZIF-8, similar to most MOFs, is difficult
to be directly used in resistance gas sensors because of its high resistance, so it can be
compounded with other conductive materials to solve this problem [34]. Since ZnO is a
semiconductor, it has certain conductivity [49]. Moreover, it can provide Zn2+ for ZIF-8,
so it is a very suitable precursor of ZIF-8. There have been many reports on ZnO@ZIF
materials, which mainly use the pore size of ZIF materials to screen small molecules and
selectively detect them [45,50,51]. Besides the molecular sieve effect, the ZIF layer has been
adjusted by changing the experimental conditions to observe its influence on gas-sensing
performance [45,52]. Different thicknesses of ZIF layers not only affect the selectivity, but
also affect the response-recovery speed [53]. Furthermore, the partial loading and shell-
like loading of ZIF also affect the performance. However, the commonly used ZIF-8 is a
hydrophobic material to prevent the cross-effect of humidity on the target gas and prevent
the partial loading of the material [53]. Therefore, the use of a complete and uniform shell
is more stable. As far as the use of materials is concerned, ZIF with other pore sizes can
also be prepared by changing the active material into other semiconductor metal oxides
and organic ligands [54–57].

At present, the green preparation of this kind of material is in excavation. The use
of organic reagents generally contains dimethylformamide (DMF), and the preparation
temperature is generally carried out at 70 ◦C or above. We discovered a new preparation
method which can not only change the kind of organic reagents and reduce the cost, but
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also reduce the energy consumption of the experiment to a certain extent. Moreover, this
experiment has another outstanding advantage, faster response recovery process. In this
study, we first prepared ZnO using a simple hydrothermal method, and then sacrificed
the surface ZnO to generate ZIF-8. We used SEM, TEM, EDS, XPS, and XRD for detection
and demonstration, followed by gas-sensing experiments. The results show that ZnO as
a precursor can be successfully transformed into porous ZIF-8 and covered on its own
surface, enabling an improved response to gas molecules below a specific size by increasing
the active site. However, our experiment needs to be further improved, because the
optimum working temperature was not decreased, which is the goal of further exploration
in the future.

2. Experimental
2.1. Preparation of ZIF-8-Coated ZnO

To synthesize the ZIF-8-coated ZnO structure, 1.587 g Zn(NO3)2 6H2O and 1.707 g
NaOH were first dissolved and mixed in 35 mL deionized water with constant stirring.
After mixing uniformly, the mixture was kept at 140 ◦C for 12 h. After cooling, it was
wash with water and dried at 80 ◦C for 8 h. Then, partial dissolution of zinc oxide and
the formation and growth of the ZIF-8 shell were carried out. A total of 0.32 g of the
dry white powder (ZnO) was dissolved in 20 mL of ethanol as solution A, and 3.2 g of
2-methylimidazole in 40 mL of ethanol was used as solution B. The two solutions were
then mixed, and each was stirred at 50 ◦C for 4 h. After cooling, washing and drying were
performed at room temperature.

Since there is no XRD standard card for ZIF-8, we synthesized ZIF-8 for XRD detection.
We placed Zn(NO3)2·6H2O and 2-methylimidazole with a molar ratio of 1:8 into the same
volume of methanol, then stirred evenly and mixed, and then stirred at room temperature
for 5 min. Then, the mixed solution was subjected to ultrasonic vibration for 30 min, and
then magnetically stirred at room temperature for 5 h. After centrifugation, it was washed
with methanol. Finally, the obtained white precipitate was dried at 60 ◦C for 24 h to obtain
pure ZIF-8.

2.2. Preparation of Sensors and Gas-Sensing Measurements

The preparation process of these sensors is as follows: The obtained composite product
and the original ZnO rod-shaped sample were respectively placed in two agate mortars, a
few drops of absolute ethanol and deionized water were added, and then ground into a
paste. Then the paste was spread evenly on the sensor substrate, in which the size of Ag-Pd
electrodes was 13.4 mm × 7 mm. The working temperature of the sensor was controlled by
alloy resistance wire, and the prepared substrate was heated at 200 ◦C for 24 h. In order to
prevent possible errors in the test results, we prepared three sensors for each material to
conduct parallel experiments and took their average value.

The gas-sensing performance measurement of the sensor was carried out on the
Chemical Gas Sensor-1 Temperature Pressure (CGS-1TP) Intelligent Gas-Sensing Analysis
System (Beijing Elite Technology Co., Ltd., Beijing, China), and the device has various
control systems (including temperature, control of gas, measurement, and probe position),
which are composed as shown in the Figure 1. The temperature control range of this analysis
system is from 25 ◦C to 500 ◦C, and the accuracy can reach 1 ◦C in this range. According
to the literature, ZIF-8 is hydrophobic, but for the sake of ensuring the consistency of
experimental conditions throughout the whole experiment and prevent the interference of
external factors, synthetic air was used here to control humidity. By mixing water-saturated
air with dry air at room temperature, synthetic air with relative humidity of 25% was
obtained. When in use, the substrate on which the sensing material is deposited needs
to be preheated on the temperature-controlled platform for 30 min. The test chamber is
closed but has air inlets and air outlets. To inject synthetic air, a micro syringe to inject
18 L of synthetic air from the air inlet through a rubber stopper are used. Two probes are
pressed against the electrode positions of the substrate to transmit changes of electrical
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signals. When the resistance is stable, the sensor is ready, and the resistance at this time is
displayed as air resistance (Ra). Then, the target gas is injected by using a micro injector,
and then a part of the synthetic air is mixed with the target gas. When the sensor resistance
stabilizes again, the resulting mixed resistance is Rg. Finally, the test chamber is re-injected
with synthetic air until the sensor resistance changes back to Ra. The sensitivity value (S) of
the sensor can be obtained, which is defined here as Ra/Rg.
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Figure 1. Gas-sensing analysis system.

2.3. Material Characterization

XRD data were collected using PANalytical X’Pert Powder to analyze the material
composition, using Cu Kα radiation (λ = 1.5418 Å). Microscopic morphology as well
as elemental analysis were obtained using a Quattro S environmental scanning electron
microscope (ESEM) and a Talos F200S transmission electron microscope (TEM, accelerating
voltage 200 kV). The X-ray photoelectron spectrometer was used for the detection of XPS
spectra, using the instrument model ESCALAB250Xi. The pore size distribution was mainly
tested by a fully automatic multi-station specific surface and pore size analyzer (mesopore
+ micropore) model max-II (MicrotracBEL Japan, Inc., Yamaguchi, Japan), and ASFM free
volume correction was used in the test process.

3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Microstructure Characterization
3.1.1. XRD Analysis

Figure 2 shows the XRD patterns of the three samples. The characteristic peaks
present within 10–20◦ our synthesized ZIF-8-coated ZnO can correspond to ZIF-8, and
the diffraction peaks in the range of 30–70◦ can correspond to the standard spectrum
of ZnO (JDPDS card: 36-1451). ZIF-8 and ZIF-8-coated ZnO were prepared by us, and
their XRD patterns are consistent with those in the literature [45,58,59]. A closer look
reflects that the diffraction peak intensity of ZIF-8 in the complex is lower than that of
pure ZIF-8, we speculate for two reasons: Firstly, the content of ZIF-8 may be lower [60],
and secondly, the sacrificial preparation of ZIF-8 on ZnO may have some effect on its
crystallinity [55]. Furthermore, no other impurity peaks appeared on the spectrum, which
proves the successful synthesis of the composite.
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3.1.2. SEM and TEM Analysis

SEM and TEM images were used to observe the changes in size and morphology of
the materials before and after MOF synthesis. For the SEM and TEM images of the ZnO
before recombination (Figure 3a,c), in the figure presented to us, the as-synthesized ZnO
is in the shape of rods. The rods are clustered into clusters, and the end result resembles
a sea urchin, with a very smooth surface and a diameter of about 268 nm. Whereas after
sacrificing ZnO to obtain the attached ZIF-8 shell, the micromorphology of the obtained
ZIF-8-attached ZnO is shown in Figure 3b,d. Obviously, SEM shows that the diameter and
length of the rods increased sharply, and the surface became very rough. If you look closely,
you can find that the surface attachments have a certain shape. It can be considered that
the rhombic dodecahedron ZIF-8 was successfully synthesized. It is clear that the reaction
product is a core-shell structure, and the ZnO does not disappear completely, but retains a
part. Since the degree of etching is not the same, the diameter of the remaining ZnO rods
is also large or small. In any case, the TEM images clearly demonstrate the formation of
new species. Moreover, the conductive connection of this structure is realized by direct
connection of rods (Figure 3c,d). During the gas-sensing test, these interconnected rods
react with gas and conduct electrons to each other. These nanorods are then connected to
electrodes on the sensor substrate to transmit electrical signals to the sensor for display.

3.1.3. EDS Element Analysis

To further demonstrate that ZIF-8 was successfully synthesized and to explore the
distribution of MOFs, we performed EDS elemental scanning on the as-prepared ZIF-8-
coated ZnO samples (Figure 4a–d). Observing the distribution map of four elements, Zn,
O, C, and N, the distribution map of Zn, O elements shows that ZnO is mainly distributed
in the central part of the composite, which corresponds to the opaque core region in the
TEM image, which shows that the main distribution component of this part is ZnO. The
distribution of C and N elements, which are the iconic elements of ZIF-8, represents the
position of ZIF-8, which corresponds to the light-colored transparent shell-like area in the
TEM image, which shows that the ZIF-8 successfully encapsulated zinc oxide.



Chemosensors 2022, 10, 297 6 of 15Chemosensors 2022, 10, x FOR PEER REVIEW 6 of 16 
 

 

 
Figure 3. The SEM images and the TEM images of (a,c–e) ZnO nanorods, (b,f) ZIF-8-coated ZnO. 

3.1.3. EDS Element Analysis 
To further demonstrate that ZIF-8 was successfully synthesized and to explore the 

distribution of MOFs, we performed EDS elemental scanning on the as-prepared ZIF-8-
coated ZnO samples (Figure 4a–d). Observing the distribution map of four elements, Zn, 
O, C, and N, the distribution map of Zn, O elements shows that ZnO is mainly distributed 
in the central part of the composite, which corresponds to the opaque core region in the 
TEM image, which shows that the main distribution component of this part is ZnO. The 
distribution of C and N elements, which are the iconic elements of ZIF-8, represents the 
position of ZIF-8, which corresponds to the light-colored transparent shell-like area in the 
TEM image, which shows that the ZIF-8 successfully encapsulated zinc oxide. 

Figure 3. The SEM images and the TEM images of (a,c–e) ZnO nanorods, (b,f) ZIF-8-coated ZnO.

Chemosensors 2022, 10, x FOR PEER REVIEW 7 of 16 
 

 

 
Figure 4. EDS elemental mappings of ZIF-8-coated ZnO: (a) Zn, (b) O, (c) C, and (d) N. 

3.1.4. TG Analysis 
Because the optimal working temperature of ZnO is known to be relatively high, in 

order to compare the gas-sensing properties before and after the composite, we carried 
out a thermogravimetric (TG) experiment on the ZIF-8-coated ZnO sample, which was 
mainly to observe the thermal stability of the composite material. The results of the TG 
experiment are shown in Figure 5. The initial weight of the sample was 6.64 mg, and when 
we calcined it to 400 °C, the weight loss was only 1.923%. Within the allowable error range, 
it shows that the structure of the composite material is not greatly damaged or collapsed 
at 400 °C. TG experiments show that the composites prepared by us can maintain high 
thermal stability at high temperatures, and the gas-sensing properties can be tested at high 
working temperatures. The thermal decomposition product of ZIF-8 in air is ZnO, which 
also avoids the possible interference of the thermal decomposition of ZIF-8 with the final 
experimental results. 

Figure 4. EDS elemental mappings of ZIF-8-coated ZnO: (a) Zn, (b) O, (c) C, and (d) N.



Chemosensors 2022, 10, 297 7 of 15

3.1.4. TG Analysis

Because the optimal working temperature of ZnO is known to be relatively high, in
order to compare the gas-sensing properties before and after the composite, we carried
out a thermogravimetric (TG) experiment on the ZIF-8-coated ZnO sample, which was
mainly to observe the thermal stability of the composite material. The results of the TG
experiment are shown in Figure 5. The initial weight of the sample was 6.64 mg, and when
we calcined it to 400 ◦C, the weight loss was only 1.923%. Within the allowable error range,
it shows that the structure of the composite material is not greatly damaged or collapsed
at 400 ◦C. TG experiments show that the composites prepared by us can maintain high
thermal stability at high temperatures, and the gas-sensing properties can be tested at high
working temperatures. The thermal decomposition product of ZIF-8 in air is ZnO, which
also avoids the possible interference of the thermal decomposition of ZIF-8 with the final
experimental results.
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3.1.5. XPS Analysis

Then we also analyzed the elements of the material, using XPS technology to analyze
the element changes before and after compounding. From the whole spectrum (Figure 6a),
it can be observed that N element appears after compounding, which is attributed to
the fact that organic ligands in ZIF-8 contain N, while ZnO does not. In addition, the C
element should be contained after compounding, but ZnO also contains a small amount
of C element, which is due to the influence of the test substrate in the XPS experiment.
The content of Zn decreased after recombination. As XPS mainly detects the element
distribution of the surface layer of the material, it shows that ZIF-8 (C8H10N4Zn) is the
main component in the surface layer, and the Zn content is low. In a word, through the
measurement of the whole spectrum, it can also be shown that part of ZnO is converted into
ZIF-8 containing C element and N element and a little Zn. Among all kinds of elements,
the peak distribution of O 1s has the greatest relationship with gas-sensing performance.
From the XPS peak (Figure 6b,c), it can be seen that the area of the energy peak before and
after O 1s changed. Before compounding, the low-energy peak (the peak represented by
lattice oxygen) of the original ZnO has a large area (529.97 eV), while the high-energy peak
(531.37 eV) accounts for a small proportion. However, after compounding, the peak area of
lattice oxygen decreases, the proportion decreases, and the peak area represented by oxygen
defects increases significantly, which indicates that the lattice oxygen of ZnO is partially
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decomposed, and the ZnO part is transformed into ZIF-8. The material can provide more
adsorption and reaction sites for the reaction between ethanol with the sensor materials,
and these defects are beneficial to further increasing the adsorption of oxygen. Note that
there is a slight difference in the energy of the O 1s peaks before and after compounding,
which is within the error range and therefore can be basically ignored.
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3.2. The Formation of ZIF-8-Coated ZnO Structure

The specific process of the formation of ZIF-8-coated ZnO is as follows (Figure 7).
The organic ligand 2-methylimidazole and the prepared ZnO powder were added to the
solvent ethanol, and no reaction occurred at room temperature. Then heating at 50 ◦C,
the ZnO surface dissolves and release zinc ions. The zinc ions coordinate and react with
2-methylimidazole in solution to generate ZIF-8 and nucleate and grow on ZnO, gradually
forming a ZIF-8 shell. Since zinc ions and organic ligands can pass through the pores of
ZIF-8, zinc ions continue to be released and diffuse into the solution from the interface of
ZnO and ZIF-8, where ZIF-8 grows out at the interface of ZIF-8 and the solution [52,61,62].
At the same time, 2-methylimidazole diffused into the pores, came to the interface of the
metal oxide and MOF, and reacted with Zn ions to generate ZIF-8 inward. Therefore, with
the passage of time, the simultaneous generation of ZIF-8 in and out makes the shell layer
uniform and the thickness gradually increases, and finally a material with a core-shell
structure is obtained.
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3.3. Gas-Sensing Property

We conducted a series of gas-sensing tests to explore the effect of this combination on
the detection performance of ZnO. Figure 8a,b are the instantaneous resistance changes of
ethanol vapor with the same concentration at the same temperature. It can be seen that the
resistance change of the composite material is larger and more obvious, indicating that it
has a greater response to ethanol gas. In the case of temperature and concentration changes,
the sensor responses of the two materials were further tested to prove that these results are
universal for a wide range of temperatures and concentration. The gas responses at different
temperatures in 20 ppm ethanol are shown in Figure 8c. After ZIF-8 coating, the response to
ethanol was significantly improved, although the optimal operating temperature was still
350 ◦C. At 350 °C, the response value to ethanol vapor is more than twice that of the original
value. We believe that the optimum temperature did not decrease because ZIF-8 is only used
as functional material here, while ZnO is used as active material. Therefore, it is actually
the ZnO that transfers electrons and reacts with ethanol before and after compounding.
At 350 ◦C, the response of ZIF-8-coated ZnO is increased by about 110%, which is mainly
because there are more defects on the surface of ZnO due to etching of ZnO before and
after compounding, so the adsorption sites increased, and the response improved.

Figure 8d shows that at 350 ◦C, in the concentration range of 10–80 ppm, the responses
of the two samples increased with increasing ethanol concentration. The response increase
in ZIF-8-coated ZnO is more significant and the response is always higher than that of
raw ZnO. When the concentration was 80 ppm, the response of the sensor increases from
25.0 to 56.7. This shows that the increase in defects at the interface increases the amount
of adsorbed oxygen, thus the number of transferred electrons increases, and the change
of resistance becomes larger. Furthermore, Figure 8e,f shows the response and recovery
time curves for 20 ppm ethanol. The response recovery time of pure ZnO is 5 s and 4 s,
respectively, and the time after compounding is 8 s and 5 s, respectively. Although the
speed is slightly slower, it is very fast. Some previous reports found that the response
recovery rate was much slower after the production of ZIF-8 because the pore size limited
the diffusion rate of gas molecules [59,63]. The response recovery characteristics of the
composite material obtained in this work are very good. We speculate that on the one
hand, because the thickness of ZIF-8 is not too thick, the gas diffusion path is not too
long. Regarding the control of the thickness of ZIF-8, it mainly depends on the reaction
time [52,53]. If the composite reaction time is shortened, ZIF-8 may not be able to completely
encapsulate ZnO, and too long a reaction time also leads to the thickening of the shell
layer of ZIF-8. This has also been explored in some previous reports [45,64]. In conclusion,
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it is also important to control a reasonable ZIF-8 shell thickness. On the other hand, the
pore size is larger than the theoretical size, so the hindering ability of gas molecules is
also reduced.
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3.4. Gas-Sensing Mechanism

As shown in Figure 9, due to the use of ZnO as the active material, it can be directly
explained by the gas-sensing mechanism of the raw material ZnO [65,66]. In air, oxygen
adsorbs on ZnO and accepts electrons to become oxygen species, ZnO generates the
electron depletion layer, and the resistance increases. In reducing ethanol, the ethanol
donates electrons for the redox reaction, and the resistance of ZnO decreases [67]. As a
functional material, ZIF-8 mainly increases the adsorption of oxygen by increasing the
specific surface area, while the interface of ZnO and MOF generates defects, thereby
increasing the active sites. The improvement of gas sensitivity can also be put down to the
increase in oxygen vacancies, which can provide more active sites for the adsorption of
target gas molecules [68]. The change of oxygen vacancies can be explained by the change
of the O 1 s peak area ratio of XPS before and after compounding. The lower energy peaks
represent lattice oxygen, and it can be seen that the content of lattice oxygen decreases
before and after the reaction, which indicates that the content of ZnO containing lattice
oxygen decreases and ZnO is converted to other products [69,70]. The higher energy peaks
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represent oxygen defects, and the increase in the content of oxygen defects explains the
increased response [59,71,72]. In addition, the pores of ZIF-8 can also act as a layer of
sieving to prevent the entry of macromolecules. Since the prepared ZIF-8 framework is
flexible, it allows the entry of ethanol molecules and allows the reaction products to be
released smoothly. Due to the above points, the gas-sensing performance is improved.
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The diameter of ethanol molecules (4.53 Å) is actually larger than that (3.4 Å) of the ZIF-8.
However, many previous reports have also established that ethanol molecules can enter ZIF-8
and be detected by ZnO@ZIF-8 [68,73]. These reports suggest that the entry of ethanol molecules
due to the structure of ZIF-8 is flexible [41]. Therefore, it can adsorb molecules slightly larger
than its pore size, but theoretically, even if the functional group can oscillate, the maximum
access diameter is around 4 Å, the entry of ethanol molecules indicates that it is not only the
reason for the structural flexibility of ZIF-8 [74]. We performed a measurement on the pore size
of the synthesized ZnO@ZIF-8 material and the raw ZnO. As shown in Figure 10, the pore size
of our synthesized composites is concentrated around 3.9 Å, which is slightly larger than the
theoretical value, which indicates that in addition to the flexibility of the framework itself, it may
also be due to the Zn ions produced by ZnO-produced structural defects during the reaction,
which expanded the pore of ZIF-8 obtained by sacrificial transformation [12,75]. The surface of
ZnO is smooth, with few pores and small pore volume. This experimental result also provides a
possible method for the detection of gas molecules that are slightly larger than that of ZIF-8.

In addition, compared with some previous experimental methods, this experiment also
reduced the experimental temperature, which makes the preparation more energy-efficient,
which is also an advantage of this method.
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4. Conclusions

In this work, we fabricated rod-shaped ZnO as well as ZIF-8-coated ZnO and per-
formed some performance tests. The response to ethanol gas was enhanced due to the
porosity of ZIF-8. Although there are many strategies to improve the gas-sensing prop-
erties of ZnO, the synthetic method we used and the prepared product are promising,
mainly because of its simple preparation method, low cost, and energy saving. ZnO itself
provides metal ions for ZIF-8 as a Zn2+ source, and the adhesion amount of ZIF-8 can
be easily adjusted by changing the experimental conditions (such as the amount of 2-
methylimidazole, reaction time, and solvent). The simple preparation of porous structures
and the improvement of sensing performance obtained in this experiment provide some
ideas for the synthesis and future applications of functional metal oxides.
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