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Abstract

:

In this work, the effects of jet impact angle and water flow on the heat-transfer coefficient in boron steel probes were analyzed. Angles of 90°, 75° and 60° were used with stirring flows of 33 l·min−1, 25 l·min−1, 13 l·min−1 and 6 l·min−1. The aim consisted of determining the heat-extraction rates by analyzing the correlation programmed in the Ansys Fluent 2020R2 software when different cooling conditions are used, avoiding many experiments, and establishing quenching conditions free of surface defects on the workpiece. This process is currently used in heavy machinery, requiring high hardness and wear resistance. The fluid-dynamic field was validated using a scale physical model using the particle image velocimetry technique, PIV. In contrast, the thermal field was validated with transient state experiments solving the inverse heat conduction problem, IHCP. The results show that for high flows (33 l·min−1), the jets with an angle of 90° impact the entire surface of the piece, but their cooling rate is slower compared to the other angles, being 243.61 K·s−1, and 271.70 K·s−1, 329.56 K·s−1 for 75° and 60°, respectively. However, for low flows (6 l·min−1), the impact velocities are very similar for the three cases, promoting more homogeneous cooling rates of 58.47 K·s−1, 73.58 K·s−1 and 63.98 K s−1 for angles of 90°, 75° and 60°, respectively. Likewise, through the use of CCT diagrams, it was determined that regardless of the cooling rate, the final structure will always be a mixture of martensite–bainite due to the effect of boron as determined experimentally, which implies a more significant proportion of martensite at higher cooling rates.
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1. Introduction


Quenching steel parts involves cooling processes under controlled conditions to obtain microstructures and specific mechanical properties. Thus, there are many variables to evaluate the capacity of cooling media under different conditions (with and without agitation). Various investigations have been conducted to evaluate the cooling medium’s effect on fluid dynamics, heat extraction and its effect on phase transformation. Studies [1,2] have been carried out exclusively in fluid dynamics to evaluate the cooling medium’s behavior when confined in a quenching tank. In these investigations, only the continuity equations and the Navier–Stokes equations have been solved in conjunction with the turbulence model; B. Hernández Morales et al. [1] developed a study of the behavior of hydrodynamics in the quenching of flat-end cylindrical probes subjected to a Jominy-type test in order to evaluate the effect of wettability in this type of geometries. Kumar et al. [2] evaluated the uniformity of the flow around pinions for automotive applications during the quenching of this type of parts. Other investigations [3,4,5] have focused on the effects that occur when stirring the fluid through propeller arrangements; Xia-wei Yang et al. [3], with a two-propeller arrangement, determined that increasing the stirring velocity can provide a large flow of water in the cooling zone, but also increases fluctuations in the flow velocity in the zone. D. R. Garwood et al. [4] modeled the distribution of oil flow in an agitated quenching tank using four propellers, which is used for the heat treatment of superalloy forgings, validating their calculations using a physical model where velocities were measured with anemometry laser. Nailu Chen et al. [5] investigated the effect of flow directors in quenching with agitation produced by a propeller to evaluate the uniformity of the velocity and distribution of the flow in the quenching area of the piece and thus obtain a more homogeneous cooling of the pieces. On the other hand, experiments have been carried out under steady-state conditions [6,7]. Halva and Volný [8] calculated the fluid flow to examine the homogeneity of the distribution of velocities as a function of the location of the stirrers. Xia-wei Yang et al. [9] evaluated the velocity and uniformity of the fluid-dynamic field in two types of quenching tanks (with and without agitation); they determined that for the case without agitation, the flow is not regular, while with the model with agitation, the flow fields present areas of better regularity. Currently, there are new contributions where the transient-state energy equation is solved simultaneously using CFD to determine the evolution of the temperature of a solid body within the computational domain [10,11,12]. Gomes et al. [12] developed a mathematical model to predict the temperature profile in a steel pipe and studied the effect of water-flow rate and pressure in the heat treatment. It is well known that the boiling state of liquid cooling is distinguished because the vapor film appearance and the bubbles’ formation are involved, resulting in a complex process to model. Even so, research has been developed to consider the two-phase flow (vapor and liquid) formed during this stage [13,14,15,16,17,18]; however, to take this into account, empirical expressions need to be calculated to solve the rate of mass, momentum, and energy exchange between phases. These contributions have helped other authors ensure that the data obtained from mathematical simulations can be used to further predict the microstructure that can be obtained in the workpieces when subjected to cooling [19]. Wang et al. [20] carried out a finite element model of carburizing and quenching in helical gear made of 20CrMnTiH steel; in this model, the mutual coupling between the phase transformation field, stress–strain field, and temperature field were considered. This coupling effect was based on the metal–thermal–mechanics theory of continuous thermodynamics. Mehran et al. [21] developed a quenching jet impingement process simulation to study the effects of liquid jets on heat transfer, and the phase change was added to the OpenFOAM solver’s code.



This work aims to implement a practical methodology and an integral analysis through numerical and experimental simulation to elucidate the susceptibility of damage (distortion or cracking) during quenching of boron steel parts in a tank with immersed jets, varying the water-flow parameters and incident jet angle on the metal piece.




2. Computational Domain


Figure 1a shows a 3D isometric view of the numerical domain employed to analyze the impact effect of the jet on the pieces subjected to quenching through ANSYS-Fluent 2020R®. The boundary conditions for this study’s solution of the fluid-dynamic field are also appreciated. On the other hand, Figure 1b,c show front and side views with dimensions of the computational domain, in which the location of the jets and how they impact perpendicularly to the steel probe.



Inlet flows of 33 l·min−1, 25 l·min−1, 13 l·min−1 and 6 l·min−1 were used for each of the angles and jets in the computational domain. The experimental matrix of the studied cases is shown in Table 1, where case 1 was used to validate the mathematical model.



2.1. Governing Equations


The continuity and momentum equations were solved under turbulent and transient flow conditions to obtain flow patterns in the computational domain generated by the water flowing through each quenching tank jet.


   ∂  ∂ t   ρ + ∇ ⋅   ρ  v →    = 0  



(1)






  ρ     ∂  v →    ∂ t   +    v →  ⋅ ∇    v →    + ∇ p − ∇ ⋅ τ = ρ  g →   



(2)




where  ρ  is the fluid density, kg·m−3,   v →   is the fluid velocity, m·s−1,  p  is the dynamic pressure, Pa, τ is the shear stress due to viscous flow, N·m−2 and   g →   is the acceleration due to gravity, m·s−2. The turbulence model implemented is the Realizable k-ε model, which has superior characteristics than the standard model in terms of curvature and rotation in flows with turbulent streams, which solves two equations: one for the turbulent kinetic energy, k, Equation (3), and another for the dissipation of turbulent kinetic energy, ε, Equation (4).


   ∂  ∂ t     ρ k   +  ∂  ∂ t     ρ k  u j    =  ∂  ∂  x j        μ +    μ t     σ k        ∂ k   ∂  x j      +  G k  +  G b  − ρ ε −  Y M   



(3)






   ∂  ∂ t     ρ ε   +  ∂  ∂  x j      ρ ε  u j    =  ∂  ∂  x j        μ +    μ t     σ ε        ∂ ε   ∂  x j      + ρ  C 1   S ε  − ρ  C 2     ε 2    k +   v ε     +  C  1 ε    ε k   G b   



(4)




where, k is the turbulent kinetic energy, J·kg−1, and ε is the dissipation of turbulent kinetic energy, m2·s−3, μ is the dynamic viscosity, kg·m−1·s−1, μt is the turbulent dynamic viscosity, m2·s−1, σk and σε are the Prandtl number as a function of k and ε with values of 1.0 and 1.2, respectively, Gk and Gb represent the energy generation turbulent kinetics due to velocity and buoyancy gradients, respectively, C1ε and C2 are constants with values of 1.44 and 1.9, respectively. The domain was discretized using hexahedral elements for the steel probes and tetrahedral elements for the quenching vessel; a total of 1,345,392 elements were used to carry out the numerical simulation. The coupling of the pressure and velocity fields was solved using the SIMPLEC [22] method.




2.2. Physical Modeling Employing PIV and Thermal Histories


Figure 2 illustrates the experimental setup of a 1:6 scale model of the quenching tank with the jets at 90°, used to validate the fluid-dynamic field. This model was made of a 6 mm thick transparent Perspex sheet, and the probe steel was made of square section. For obtaining the flow patterns, PIV technique was employed; Figure 2b shows a representative scheme of the system to experiment, while Figure 2c illustrates in detail the dimensions and geometry of the flow jets system. These jets impact both sides of the vessel, consisting of a chamber with an inlet orifice of 0.01887 m, and divide the water flow into nine jets. The tests were carried out with a flow of 6 l·min−1, and the selected study longitudinal plane was located perpendicular to x-axis at 0.0445 m, as shown in Figure 2b. A 4 HP pump allowed the fluid to pass until the flow meter, which was established at 6 l·min−1, then this flow was divided into two to direct the water to the jet system. Once the desired water level was reached (~0.22 m) in the quenching tank, the flow outlet located at the bottom was regulated by a ¾ in. globe valve, the water level and cooling conditions have already been established proposed operation, the data were obtained to determine the average fluid-dynamic field. To validate the thermal distribution in the numerical model, a square section specimen from AISI-SAE 15B35H steel with dimensions of 0.05 m long and 0.01 m wide was machined and instrumented with a K-type thermocouple introduced at a depth of the base, as shown in Figure 2a [23,24]. The thermocouple signal was recorded by a FLUKE NetDAQ 2645A data acquisition system with a sampling frequency of 60 Hz. The procedure consisted of heating the specimens in a vertical resistance furnace up to the austenitization temperature of ~1143 K, with a holding time of 15 min. Subsequently, the probe was subjected to quenching with a cooling water temperature of 298 K. Once the thermal history was obtained with the experimental system, the heat transfer was calculated by solving the inverse heat conduction problem, IHCP, as previously described [25,26,27]. Equation (5) mathematically describes the problem where r is the radial distance of the probe, m; T is the temperature, K; t is the cooling time, s; k, ρ, and Cp are the thermal conductivity, W·m−1·K−1; density, kg·m−3; and the specific heat of the material, in J·kg−1·K−1, respectively.


   1 r   ∂  ∂ r     k r   ∂ T   ∂ t     =  ∂  ∂ t     ρ C p T    



(5)







For the solution of Equation (5), the following boundary conditions were used:




	
There is no heat transfer in the symmetry axis of the specimen, so it is considered an isolated boundary, as shown in Equation (6).










    ∂ T   ∂ r   = 0  ,    a t   r = 0 ( symmetry )  



(6)







	
The heat that arrives by conduction to the surface in contact with the fluid is transferred to the surroundings by forced convection, represented in Equation (7) by a global heat transfer coefficient h







   − k   ∂ T   ∂ r   = h   T f − T   , a t   r = R   c o n v e c t i o n     



(7)





The surface heat flux density is estimated from the knowledge of the temperature measured inside a heat-conducting solid by minimizing the function of Equation (8).


  F ( q ) =   ∑  i = 1   M s      (  T  n + 1   −  Y  n + 1   )  2     



(8)




where M = θ·t−1, for regular finite intervals, θ and t are the time steps to calculate the heat flux and temperature, respectively, Tn and Yn are the measured temperatures close to the metal-liquid interface, K. This procedure is repeated until a convergence criterion of less than 0.005 is obtained and allows simultaneously obtaining the temperature of the surface of the sample in contact with the cooling medium and the interfacial heat flow. Finally, the heat-transfer coefficients h of the surface in contact with the quenching fluid were calculated through Newton’s cooling law according to Equation (9), where q is the heat flow on the surface at the solid–liquid interface, W·m−2, T and Tf are the calculated surface temperature and saturation temperature of the fluid, K, respectively.


  h =  q    T − T f      



(9)









3. Analysis and Discussion of Results


3.1. Validation


3.1.1. Dynamic Fluid Field


The fluid-dynamic structure inside the quenching tank was obtained by dispersing 20 mm diameter polyamide particles using the PIV technique, where the flow patterns were obtained in the physical model. Figure 3 shows a comparison between both techniques, the experimental model (Figure 3a) and the numerical model (Figure 3b), in which a blank box is observed corresponding to the jet system, where they are impacting perpendicularly to the -xy plane. In both techniques, the formation of three main recirculations is distinguished and agreed; the flow currents define the formation of these recirculations; the recirculation existing on the left border of the quenching tank denoted by points ① and ❶, as well as the one existing on the right side ③ and ❸ and a small recirculation existing in the lower central area ② and ❷. A transverse plane was analyzed in the y-y’ section in which the impact of the jets on the piece can be seen and where the fluid-dynamic structure that is presented is symmetrical since four recirculations are developed: two superiors, ❹ and ❻, and two lower ❺ and ❼, which are formed because the opening angle of the upper and lower jets is broad, in such a way that it generates a compression of the row of jets in the middle section and in turn they disperse in free currents in the upper and lower areas of the vessel, forming such recirculations.




3.1.2. Thermal Field Validation


Figure 4 shows the validation of the thermal field where three cooling curves are compared: one experimental and two correlations used in the numerical simulation; the Equation (10) was obtained by an eight-order polynomial regression of plotted heat-transfer coefficient as a function of time, from the experimental data obtained:


    h = − 0.780132 x  t 8  + 27.9553 x  t 7  − 401.918 x  t 6  + 2999.11 x  t 5  − 12505.6 x  t 4      + 29 , 160.7 x  t 3  − 35 , 603.8 x  t 2  + 19841 x t − 106.216    



(10)







This correlation was introduced as a user-defined function, UDF, into the solution of the energy equation. The second expression employed, Equation (11), is programmed by default in the software.


  h =   ρ  C p     C μ    1 / 4    k  1 / 2      T  r e f      



(11)




where  ρ  is the density, kg·m−3, Cp is the heat capacity, J·kg−1·K−1, Cµ is a constant with a value of 0.009, k is the turbulent kinetic energy, in J·kg−1, and Tref is a reference temperature, K. The experimental curve was made with three tests conducted under the same conditions to corroborate the experiment’s reproducibility. It can be seen that the other two curves have differences between 2 to 6 s concerning the plotted experimentally; this is due to the formation of the oxide scale released after cooling [28]. For the curves obtained from mathematical simulation, relative errors were calculated concerning the average experimental curve, which was ~8% with the “h” programmed as UDF and ~9.07% for the correlation of “h” by default in the software. These model adjustments produced results closer to each other, and both are within an acceptable range of error [29] since implementing a UDF requires experimental data for each individual case; for the subsequent study cases in Table 1, the correlation of Equation (11) was employed.





3.2. Fluid-Dynamic Fields


Angle Effect Analysis


Once the fluid-dynamic field of the mathematical model was validated, the numerical simulation was applied to study the effect on the fluid dynamics in the system by varying the arrangement of the stirring jets at 90°, 75° and 60°. The objective was to evaluate, through a stirred quenching heat treatment with recirculation of the cooling medium, the coverage of the jets in the quenching zone and the uniformity of the impact velocity to the probe. To estimate the first parameter, a longitudinal plane located 0.86 m from the bottom of the vessel, which cuts the first row of jets, was analyzed. Figure 5 shows the pathlines colored by magnitudes of velocity, varying the impact angle of 90°, 75° and 60°, as well as the water-flow rates. It can be seen that for the 90° angle in the four water flows, the coverage of the jets is uniform throughout the entire workpiece but, in some cases, it can be seen that when the jets impact, the fluid disperses to the sides after impact with the piece, that is, it collides with the flow of the adjacent jet and generates small recirculations, Figure 5a–d, which, although they do not deviate the direction of the fluid can cause areas of low velocity that can affect the thermal gradient at the time the piece is being quenched, depending on the variation in velocity in those areas.



On the other hand, when the jets are at 75°, better water-flow coverage is observed in the middle section of the piece, compared to the 90° angles for all flow rates. In addition, deviations of the jets are observed both in the upper and lower part of the piece, so the structure exhibited by the fluid is quite similar since an abrupt change derived from the variation in flow rate is not shown. Finally, at 60° can be seen better coverage of the fluid on the piece, unlike the 75° angle, which shows that the jets impact the piece axially, in Figure 5i,j,l, where it exhibits similar behaviors, showing that the jets do not cover the upper area of the piece. However, with the flow of 13 l·min−1, Figure 5k, an area is evident where the piece is not covered in its lower part, ❶. To evaluate the uniformity of the impact velocity on the piece, this variable was quantified and averaged on the faces that receive the impact of the jets along the piece, that is, on the lateral faces. Figure 6 shows the graphs of the average velocity for the three jet angles and the four flows employed. It can be seen that as the flow increases, the velocity with which the piece is impacted is more significant; however, with the flow of 33 l·min−1, many variations in velocity are shown along the impact area for the 90° angle, which could cause surface defects such as cracks in the piece, according to what has already been reported [30,31]. This oscillation also manifests for the angles of 75° and 60°, but the difference is that at the ends of the piece, the velocities are low due to the recirculations shown in Figure 5e,i. On the other hand, it is evident in Figure 6a–c that with this high flow, the impact velocities increase when the angle decreases; this effect is shown with the flow of 25 l·min−1. The effect of the angle seems to have no effect using a flow of 13 l·min−1 since the velocity is maintained at values between 0.3 and 0.5 m·s−1, which would generate a more uniform heat extraction. Finally, for the lowest flow, there are slightly higher impact velocities with the 75° angle with values of around 0.2 m·s−1, while at 90° and 60° very similar values are achieved between both with values around 0.1 m·s−1, which indicates that the cooling rate will present similar magnitudes for the three cases, being more remarkable for the jets at 75° as will be seen in the Section 3.3.





3.3. Thermal Analysis


Figure 7 shows the comparison of the average cooling rates on the probe faces for the change in angle of the jets to 90°, 75° and 60° with the different flows used. In Figure 7a, which corresponds to a flow rate of 33 l·min−1, it can be seen that higher heat extraction rates are achieved with the jet angle at 60° being ~323.59 K·s−1, followed by the jets at 75° with a value of 271.70 K·s−1, while at 90° lower cooling rates are reached, of 243.61 K·s−1. As observed in Figure 6 for these cases, the greater the magnitude of the jet impact velocity, the faster the cooling occurs, as observed in [32]. Meanwhile, in Figure 7b, which corresponds to the flow of 25 l·min−1, a trend similar to the case described above is observed for the three angles; that is, the cooling is faster with the angle 60° (255.82 K·s−1), then the angle at 75° (238.36 K·s−1) and finally 90° (215.20 K·s−1). However, for this case, the difference between the values of the cooling rates is not as significant as with the previous flow, which is because the magnitude of the impact velocity remains in similar ranges for the three angles. On the other hand, Figure 7c shows some differences in the 90° angle concerning the other two angles since the value obtained is 123.57 K·s−1 at a temperature of 1100 K, while the angles of 75° and 60° present a change in their trend to the other flow rates since higher heat extraction rates are achieved with the jets at 75° with a value of 156.6 K·s−1 a temperature of 1075 K versus 149.06 K·s−1 at 1059 K for the 60° angle. This behavior is because, as described in the Section 3.2 the configuration of the jets at 60° showed better uniformity of the impact velocity; a notable deviation of the jets was evident in the right part of the piece (see Figure 5c,k). Similarly, in Figure 7d, it can be seen that the cooling rate does not present notable changes that could influence the final properties of the piece for the three angles because the average impact velocities reached very similar values. Magnitudes of ~0.2 m·s−1 for 75°, ~0.1 m·s−1 for both cases 90° and 60° were obtained, so that with the angle of 75° higher cooling rates are achieved with a magnitude of ~73.52 K·s−1, followed by the jets at 60° and 90° with ~63.98 K·s−1 and 58.47 K·s−1, respectively.



Figure 8 shows the thermal evolution of the probe through the temperature contours in a central-longitudinal plane of the steel piece for two angles of 90° and 60° with flows of 33 l·min−1 and 6 l·min−1 at different times. It can be seen that for more significant water flows, regardless of the angle used, the cooling of the piece is more severe. Additionally, it can be observed that the cooling is not uniform along the piece in all cases because it presents a gradual decrease in its thickness over its length, which causes faster cooling on its right side. Also, it can also be noted at different times that the cooling is seriously affected by the change in the angles of the jets, which shows that the impact of these on the hot surface and in the area where the probe has a constant section to cool with jets to 60° promotes more homogeneous heat extraction. Likewise, it is evident that at 90°, there are regions where the heat extraction is slightly more significant, which causes thermal gradients during the quenching treatment, the phenomenon being more notable with the flow at 33 l·min−1 for 20 s and 30 s of cooling. In the thermal profiles with a flow of 6 l·min−1, it can be noted that during cooling, the behavior is similar since the areas of the piece are in comparable temperature ranges, which indicates that the heat extraction does not present notable differences with low flows for the angles studied, which is in agreement with the data obtained from the average cooling rates, shown in Figure 7.




3.4. Boiling Curves


Figure 9a–c show the behavior of the heat fluxes to the surface temperature during the cooling of the workpiece for the jet angles at 90°, 75° and 60°, respectively. In the three impact angles, it can be seen that the higher the flows, the greater the heat extraction; however, the 60° angle offers higher heat extraction rates due to the fluid-dynamic behavior of the jets that cause higher impact velocities on the workpiece. Also, it can be seen that, at angles of 90° and 75°, the points of the critical heat flux (CHF) appear at different temperatures; that is, the higher the flow used, the lower the temperature where this CHF value is reached, as has already been reported [33]. For all cases, in the first moments of the cooling process, heat fluxes increase until reaching a maximum value. This phenomenon is due to the transition-boiling regime, where the suppression of the vapor layer occurs, giving rise to liquid–solid contact and extracting large amounts of heat since the higher the cooling rate, the greater the critical heat flow that is achieved. This behavior is because the fluid can absorb more thermal energy from the piece, which translates into more severe cooling. While for the water flow of 33 l·min−1, the 60° angle reaches values of 5.8 MW·m−2, the 75° angle reaches values of 5.23 MW·m−2, and the 90° angle reaches values of 4.47 MW·m−2. Subsequently, the heat fluxes begin to decrease as the surface temperature decreases, and thus, the nucleated boiling and convection regimes in a single phase are manifested in the curves. The curves with 25 l·min−1 water flows follow the same trend with the angles at 90° and 75°. However, the behavior is different at 60°, since after reaching the maximum flow, it begins to decrease its value until reaching an inflection point right at the nucleated boiling stage at a value of 3.4 MW·m−2 at a temperature of 724 K. This type of behavior in the boiling curves is manifested when the stirring jets exhibit an unstable behavior, that is, the direction of the fluid at the exit of the jets is deviated by time intervals during cooling, which implies that they do not constantly impact the piece. The same occurs with the angle at 90° and a flow rate of 13 lt·min−1 except that at the beginning, it reaches a first maximum with a value of 2.3 MW·m−2 at a temperature of 975.60 K, then shows a decrease in its value to 2.2 MW·m−2 and increases again to 2.5 MW·m−2 at a temperature of 844 K, to subsequently decrease gradually. With this last case, it can be inferred that at the beginning of cooling, the jets present variations in their direction, preventing them from impacting the probe in a constant mode until they stabilize, causing an increase in heat extraction. Finally, for the lower water flow of 6 l·min−1, the heat flux values for the three jet angles remain very similar as expected, with values of 1.33, 1.27, and 1.22 MW·m−2 for the angles of 75°, 60°, and 90°, respectively.




3.5. Effect of Stirring Velocity on Phase Transformation


To evaluate the effect of stirring the cooling medium on the phase transformations that occur in steel, tests were carried out with the scale model described in Figure 2. Two cases were studied: one without agitation of the cooling medium (0 l·min−1) and another with a 9 l·min−1 flow rate. Using the cooling (flow) conditions described, it aims to evaluate whether a notable microstructural change allows characterizing the properties obtained when 15B35H steel is quenched. Figure 10 shows the effect of stirring velocity on the microstructure of the heat-treated steel. As shown in Figure 10a, cooling the steel without stirring promotes the formation of ferrite, bainite and martensite in amounts of ~32.6%, 24.7% and 42.7%, respectively, according to what was calculated by ImageJ v.1.54d software. On the other hand, in Figure 10b, which corresponds to the sample cooled to 9 l·min−1 with a jet impact angle of 90°, a considerable decrease in the amount of bainite and a significant increase of the martensite phase can be observed. Meanwhile, the ferrite level has been completely reduced. Although the quenching medium is the same for both samples, it can be observed that the agitation of the quenching medium does play a predominant role in the phase transformation. The microstructures obtained agree with what was calculated in the CCT diagram shown in Figure 11, which was obtained using JMatPro® v.7.0 from the chemical composition and with an ASTM 9-grain size. The diagram shows two dashed lines; one in black corresponds to the cooling curve of (0 l·min−1), and another red one belongs to the 9 l·min−1 flow rate at 90°. According to what is shown in the diagram of Figure 11 and following the cooling curve without stirring, it can be observed that this condition crosses the transformation regions of the ferrite, bainite and martensite phases, which is in agreement with what is shown in Figure 10a.



In contrast, if impacted with water jets at 90° at 9 l·min−1, the cooling rate achieved considerably decreases the formation of ferrite, allowing the phase transformation of γ→α′ as well as small amounts of bainite, since, as shown in Figure 11, the cooling curve (red dashed line) crosses the beginning of the transformation of this phase, in such a way that the microstructure is mainly made up of a mixture of α′+ B. On the other hand, according to what is shown in Figure 6, it can be seen that the higher the impact speed of the jet, the greater the cooling capacity, regardless of the angle used, which is associated with a more significant transformation to martensite, as shown in Figure 10b. However, the heat-extraction speed is a parameter that depends on the impact angle since, as shown in Figure 9, a greater heat extraction (q) is obtained when the angle used is 60° compared to the 90°, which would facilitate the γ→α′ phase transformation. However, the use of 90° jets ensures the uniformity of the fluid-dynamic field, as shown in Figure 5, thus allowing the cooling of the part uniformly, thus avoiding high thermal gradients in the quenched sample and, consequently, cracking of the material, which could ensure obtaining parts with good mechanical properties.





4. Conclusions


In this work, the effect of the flow and angle of the water jets in a quenching thermal treatment system on the heat transfer and phase transformation in boron steel pieces was successfully resolved through experimental and mathematical simulation, derived from the above, concludes the following:




	
The fluid-dynamic field was satisfactorily validated using the PIV technique, as was the thermal behavior by calculating the transient coefficient h employing the inverse heat conduction method, this allowed our computational model to perform surface heat-flow calculations in the quenching process of steel parts by modifying the operating parameters such as impact angle and flow velocity.



	
It was found that the correlation used in the software correctly resolves the heat transfer rate due to convective cooling since it takes into account the velocity with which the fluid impacts the piece, which avoids carrying out experiments for each condition.



	
The jet angle of 60° generates greater heat extraction at high injection flows of ~33 l·min−1; this is due to the flow behavior since the orientation of the jet promotes high-impact velocities throughout the probe, capable of causing high-velocity gradients and which generate non-uniform cooling of the part, which would promote its cracking. On the other hand, at low water flows, the impact angle does not significantly affect heat transfer since, as could be observed, the heat-extraction rates remained similar.



	
It was found in the physical tests that the transition from an agitation of 0 l·min−1 to one of 6 l·min−1 produced by the jets during quenching generates significant microstructural changes due to obtaining extraction rates of higher heat levels that promote the formation of bainite and martensite, inhibiting the formation of ferrite independently of the jet angle.
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Figure 1. (a) Isometric view of the computational domain of the quenching system with the variation of the jets angle. Workpiece dimensions of the computational domain (b) front view, (c) lateral view. 
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Figure 2. Experimental Setup; (a) data acquisition system for thermal field (b) PIV system (c) Jets arrangement design. 
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Figure 3. Fluid-dynamics validation, (a) numerical simulation, (b) PIV and (c) cross-sectional plane y-y’ of the quenching bath from mathematical modeling. 
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Figure 4. Comparison of the estimated cooling curves with the mathematical and experimental model. 
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Figure 5. Pathlines colored by velocity magnitude along the plane-zx at 0.86 m for the different water flows and jet angles. For 90° (a–d), for 75° (e–h), and for 60° (i–l). 
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Figure 6. Averaged impingement velocity distribution along the lateral walls of the workpiece. (a) 90°, (b) 75° and (c) 60°. 
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Figure 7. Cooling-rate behavior for the different jet angles and water flows studied; (a) 33 l·min−1, (b) 25 l·min−1, (c) 13 l·min−1, (d) 6 l·min−1. 
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Figure 8. Profiles of thermal evolution obtained during cooling at 90° and 60° jets angles and flows of 33 l·min−1 and 6 l·min−1. 
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Figure 9. Boiling curves from the numerical simulations for the jets angles of: (a) 90°, (b) 75° and (c) 60° at the different water flows studied. 
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Figure 10. Effect of jets water flow on the phase transformation of 15B35H steel. (a) 50X nital 3%; 0 l·min−1, (b) 50X nital 3%; 6 l·min−1. α = ferrite, α′ = martensite, B = bainite. 
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Figure 11. CCT diagram for 15B35H steel. 
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Table 1. Experimental matrix of the studied cases.
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Case

	
Angle

	
Flow, l·min−1






	
1

	
90°

	
33




	
2

	
25




	
3

	
13




	
4

	
6




	
5

	
75°

	
33




	
6

	
25




	
7

	
13




	
8

	
6




	
9

	
60°

	
33




	
10

	
25




	
11

	
13




	
12

	
6
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