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Abstract: Small-scale forestry and sustainable forest operations represent a key interest in Europe.
Although animal-powered logging could be, in part, considered less harmful to topsoil, wood stands,
saplings, and natural values than heavy machines, this method is rarely covered by scientific studies.
Our main aim was to explore the occurrences of horse logging in Hungarian state-owned forests,
especially those that are close to nature areas. We contacted every forest district in Hungary (n = 116)
by phone in 2013 and 2021. While 39 out of the total 116 Hungarian state forestries hired teams that
apply animal logging (a draft horse in every case) in 2013, their number fell to 24 in 2021. Within
this data, the number of constantly hired horse logging contractors fell by 53.3% (from 30 to 14).
Only three forest districts owned a horse stock in 2013 (the others employed contractors), while five
owned them in 2021. However, none of them used horses for logging (only for touristic and hunting
activities). All teams operated at least partially on nature conservation areas in both studied years.
Despite this negative tendency, 34 out of the 44 forestries that operate on hilly and mountainous areas
still claim horse logging in 2021, but they cannot find suitable people and horses. It is important
to conserve animal logging and promote it among potential loggers with training and financial
incentives.

Keywords: animal logging; draft horse; forest district; low impact; log skidding; nature conservation
area; small-scale harvesting system

Supplementary Materials: The following are available online at https:/ /www.mdpi.com/article/10
.3390/1ECF2022-13514/s1.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, AM. and CF; methodology, C.E.; validation, AM,;
investigation, C.F; resources, AM. and C.F; data curation, C.E; writing—original draft preparation,
C.F. and AM.; writing—review and editing, AM,; supervision, AM. All authors have read and
agreed to the published version of the manuscript.

Funding: This research received no external funding.
Informed Consent Statement: Not applicable.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

Environ. Sci. Proc. 2022, 22, 25. https:/ /doi.org/10.3390 /IECF2022-13514 https://www.mdpi.com/journal /environsciproc


https://doi.org/10.3390/IECF2022-13514
https://doi.org/10.3390/IECF2022-13514
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/environsciproc
https://www.mdpi.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6388-9191
https://iecf2022.sciforum.net/
https://www.mdpi.com/article/10.3390/IECF2022-13514/s1
https://www.mdpi.com/article/10.3390/IECF2022-13514/s1
https://doi.org/10.3390/IECF2022-13514
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/environsciproc
https://www.mdpi.com/article/10.3390/IECF2022-13514?type=check_update&version=1

