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Message from the Guest Editor

In times of public concerns about animal welfare,
environmental safety and human health, specialty
livestock farming is one of the best agricultural strategies
for increasing the sustainability of animal production.
Specialty livestock farming allows for the production of
food of a very high standard, with respect to the
environment and on the basis of locally available feed
resources. This Special Issue covers agricultural production
systems with a benign impact on the environment and a
beneficial effect on the farmed animals: alternative
livestock farming, mixed crop-livestock farming, and
backyard farming. Specialty, alternative, or unconventional
livestock are terms used for animals farmed under systems
promoting high welfare standards. The production of these
multipurpose animals is both environmentally sound and
profitable. The products from specialty livestock are
healthier and safer for consumers when compared to
commercial livestock, but they require consumer
acceptance and finding sales markets. This Special Issue
aims to gather the newest research results on specialty
livestock species, their role in agriculture, and in the
production chain of animal products.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Agriculture (ISSN 2077-0472) is an international,
crossdisciplinary and scholarly open access journal on the
science and technology of crop and animal production,
and management of the natural resource base for
agricultural production. Agriculture is published in an open
access format – research articles, reviews and other
contents are released on the internet immediately a er
acceptance. The scientific community and the public have
unlimited and free access to the content as soon as it is
published.
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