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Message from the Guest Editor

Plants have many endogenous defenses to combat
attacking insects, and several of these involve defensive
chemicals. They can function in direct defense, e.g., toxic or
deterrent chemicals and in indirect defense as chemicals
that recruit parasites or predators to infested plants.
Unfortunately, domestication, the use of monocultures,
and the development of resistance in insect pests has
depleted the chemical arsenal of many modern crops. A
current challenge for agriculture, therefore, is to
understand and enhance the chemical arsenal of crop
plants to enable them to better fight their own battles. We
have created a Special Issue focused on the chemical
defenses of crops against insect pests in all their forms and
invite you to submit your research and insight on this
subject. Submissions on (but not limited to) the following
topics are invited: (1) biosynthesis of chemical defenses
against insects in crop plants; (2) identification or use of
novel anti-insect compounds in crops; (3) the effectiveness
of chemical defenses against different insect pests; (4)
chemical defenses in multitrophic interactions; and (5) the
ability of insects to detoxify or co-opt crop chemical
defenses.
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Prof. Dr. Leslie A. Weston Agronomy draws together researchers from diverse areas
Gulbali Centre for Agriculture, of agricultural research with a common aim of enhancing
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Research, Charles Sturt agricultural productivity globally. The journal provides

University, Wagga Wagga, NSW unlimited free access to all those interested in advancing

2678, Australia agricultural science from both the research and general
community. Papers are released immediately after
acceptance through the internet. Agronomy is supported
by our authors and their institutes through low article
processing charges (APC) for accepted papers. We hope
you will support the journal by becoming one of our
authors.
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