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Message from the Guest Editor
Dear Colleagues,

Nematodes are an essential component in any global soil
ecosystem and have key roles in completely contrasting
two functions: beneficial and harmful to crop production.
Free-living nematodes are beneficial in nutrient cycling in
soil and consist of bacteriovores, fungivores, predators,
and omnivores based on what they feed on. Natural
nutrient supply capacity mediating by soil microbes and
animals, including free-living nematodes, is important in
sustainable crop production. By contrast, plant parasitic
nematodes are harmful to plants and cause $US80 billion
damage to global crop production. Thus, it is absolutely
important to develop environmentally friendly control
measures against plant pathogens. In this Special Issue, we
expect to receive contributions in studies on any aspect on
the effects of nematodes on crops. Research areas
covering this Special Issue are, e.g., ecology of free-living or
plant parasitic nematodes, molecular diagnosis of
important nematodes, new nematode diseases, and novel
or feasible biological, chemical, or physical control of plant
parasitic nematodes.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Leslie A. Weston Agronomy draws together researchers from diverse areas
Gulbali Centre for Agriculture, of agricultural research with a common aim of enhancing

Water and Environment . L . .
Research, Charles Sturt agricultural productivity globally. The journal provides

University, Wagga Wagga, NSW unlimited free access to all those interested in advancing

2678, Australia agricultural science from both the research and general
community. Papers are released immediately after
acceptance through the internet. Agronomy is supported
by our authors and their institutes through low article
processing charges (APC) for accepted papers. We hope
you will support the journal by becoming one of our
authors.
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