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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

The global decline in wild and domesticated pollinators is
fueled by a multitude of interacting factors, one of which is
disease-causing pathogens. A high diversity of pathogens
infects different bee families, while others are shared with
other hymenopteran, or even dipteran, pollinators. O en,
research has focused on the role of single pathogens;
however, to understand bee disease ecology, we have to
embrace the reality of multi-host and multi-parasite
systems.

The overall aim of this Special Issue is to provide a platform
for new research data, assessing the current knowledge
and challenging opinions on: (1) the role of co-infections
and pathogen diversity present within the bee (or
pollinator) hosts; (2) how tolerance and resistance
mechanisms act in different hosts, and how this relates to
the virulence of the pathogens; (3) how local- and global-
scale stressors are intertwined with host pathology.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous peerreview
and editorial processes and publishes only high quality
manuscripts that address important issues in the many
varied disciplines that involve animals, with a focus on
animal science, animal welfare and animal ethics. Animals
is covered in the Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE) in
Web of Science, with the latest Impact Factor: 2.7 (2023,
ranks 10/80 (Q1) in ‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal
Science’; 16/167 (Q1) in ‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year
Impact Factor: 3.0.
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