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Message from the Guest Editors
Dear Colleagues,

Biological invasions today represent one of the main
causes of the global sixth biodiversity crisis. Invasive alien
species threaten both native biodiversity, even causing
local extinctions, and human wellbeing, by means of direct
and indirect competition, parasite and disease
transmission, hybridization, damage to human activities
and habitat alterations. Worldwide, countries are facing a
remarkable increase in alien species populations, which
may affect the survival of many native taxa and trigger
programs of prioritization and horizon-scanning of new
invasions. In many cases, evidence of introduced species’
effects on native species is speculative, anecdotal, or
poorly supported by quantitative data, making
prioritization processes usually expert-based. Therefore,
given the importance of this topic in biological

conservation, we invite interested authors to share their
most recent findings in this Special Issue. We particularly
welcome submissions reporting concrete, quantitative
evidence of any effects (or lack thereof) of introduced taxa
upon native wildlife and human wellbeing.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous peerreview
and editorial processes and publishes only high quality
manuscripts that address important issues in the many
varied disciplines that involve animals, with a focus on
animal science, animal welfare and animal ethics. Animals
is covered in the Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE) in
Web of Science, with the latest Impact Factor: 2.7 (2023,
ranks 10/80 (Q1) in ‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal
Science’; 16/167 (Q1) in ‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year
Impact Factor: 3.0.
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