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Message from the Guest Editors

In the 10,000 years of co-evolution of non-human livestock
and humans, the meaning of humane slaughter and its
conceptualization is much greater than the method of
rendering dead the previously known and recognized
individual life. The long-standing human practice of raising
others for the purpose of killing and eating has recruited
social, anthropological, and religious meanings that call for
articulate identification and critical re-evaluation. For the
purposes of this Special Issue, the practice of humane
slaughter includes all those “normalizing” activities that
allow for the perpetuation of the human practice of
creating, caring for, and intentionally killing sentient beings
not greatly dissimilar from the human self. This Special
Issue is interested in reviews, original reports, and
academic position papers from all disciplines that have a
focus on human conceptualization of right and good in
relation to non-human animal use in the production of
food for human and companion animal consumption.
Reports of innovations in and examinations of the
wellbeing of livestock and people within the geography of
the slaughterhouse are encouraged.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous peerreview
and editorial processes and publishes only high quality
manuscripts that address important issues in the many
varied disciplines that involve animals, with a focus on
animal science, animal welfare and animal ethics. Animals
is covered in the Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE) in
Web of Science, with the latest Impact Factor: 2.7 (2023,
ranks 10/80 (Q1) in ‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal
Science’; 16/167 (Q1) in ‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year
Impact Factor: 3.0.
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