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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

As the most popular pet species worldwide, cats are o en
in close contact with children and adults. Despite being
submitted to regular controls by veterinarians, they may
contract infectious and parasitic pathogens, leading to
mild to severe clinical forms of disease. When pet cats are
affected by zoonotic pathogens, they become an
important source of infection for their owners, particularly
immunocompromised persons, such as elderly people,
children, pregnant women, and people with pathologies.

Stray cat populations play an important role in the
transmission of several pathogens. They can contaminate
the environment with their secretions and excreta, which
may infect other cats as well as other animal species and
humans. Moreover, stray and domestic cats may harbor
hematophagous arthropods, which serve as vector of
blood-related pathogens.

This Special Issue of Animals aims to collect and
disseminate some of the most significant and recent
research regarding infectious and parasitic diseases of cats.
Authors are invited to submit relevant research studies and
review articles about zoonotic diseases.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous peerreview
and editorial processes and publishes only high quality
manuscripts that address important issues in the many
varied disciplines that involve animals, with a focus on
animal science, animal welfare and animal ethics. Animals
is covered in the Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE) in
Web of Science, with the latest Impact Factor: 2.7 (2023,
ranks 10/80 (Q1) in ‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal
Science’; 16/167 (Q1) in ‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year
Impact Factor: 3.0.
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