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Message from the Guest Editor

Most animals with which we have a close contact live in a
captive state. Due to this, these animals have a very poor
control of their environment and, experience distress. The
interaction  between animals and their human
handlers/caregivers has a profound influence on the
intensity of this distress and welfare.

A general audience would agree with welfare specialists on
the fact that the conditions in which many captive farm
and zoo animals live are less than ideal for their physical
and mental health. This task may be, however, much more
arduous when we want to discuss the welfare of
companion animals like dogs, cats, and horses. People
may in fact believe that animals that are given affection by
humans have a good quality of life in general, but we know
this is often not the case.

This Special Issue of Animals presents relevant and
updated findings on the stress experienced by animals that
are handled by humans. The reader will find information to
help to understand what type of handling can cause
distress to animals and what can be done to improve their
welfare in different captive environments, including human
households, laboratories, stables, and veterinary practices.
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