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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

The poultry industry comprises the largest number of
animals of all terrestrial livestock, and is growing. Animal
welfare in all stages of production needs to be considered
to ensure a good quality of life. Good animal welfare
includes not only the avoidance of negative experiences
and suffering, but also the presence of positive
experiences. For poultry, the latter may be induced by
allowing birds the freedom of choice, providing on-farm
enrichments, and outdoor access. Especially for poultry,
welfare indicators for affective state, housing,
management, and genetic strategies need further
investigation. The scope of this Special Issue on Poultry
Welfare includes current welfare issues for a range of
poultry species, novel welfare indicators, and welfare
assessment tools for poultry in all stages of life, and
investigations of effective welfare improvement strategies.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous peerreview
and editorial processes and publishes only high quality
manuscripts that address important issues in the many
varied disciplines that involve animals, with a focus on
animal science, animal welfare and animal ethics. Animals
is covered in the Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE) in
Web of Science, with the latest Impact Factor: 2.7 (2023,
ranks 10/80 (Q1) in ‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal
Science’; 16/167 (Q1) in ‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year
Impact Factor: 3.0.
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