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Message from the Guest Editor

Genetic factors may play a significant role in both species-
specific behaviors and behavioral and cognitive differences
exhibited by individuals. Exploring the impacts of selection
on domestic animal behavior can lead to the discovery of
new functional niches and selection criteria for domestic
species, which may end in a perfect symbiosis, a er which
both humans and animals could benefit.

This Special Issue focuses on studying the genetic
background behind behavior functional traits, quantifying
how these are inherited and evaluating the development of
models controlling the factors conditioning the expression
of certain behavior functional features as a comprehensive
way to shed light into the genetic fraction involved in these
o en-unknown traits. Discussions of genetics and behavior
may be useful to anyone interested in animal behavior,
given the potential benefits that may be linked to the
special psychological nature of domestic species as
facilitators of learning processes and for the development
of key life skills and confidence building for a wide
spectrum of vulnerable people, or whose knowledge may
lead to the improvement of welfare and animal care.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous peerreview
and editorial processes and publishes only high quality
manuscripts that address important issues in the many
varied disciplines that involve animals, with a focus on
animal science, animal welfare and animal ethics. Animals
is covered in the Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE) in
Web of Science, with the latest Impact Factor: 2.7 (2023,
ranks 10/80 (Q1) in ‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal
Science’; 16/167 (Q1) in ‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year
Impact Factor: 3.0.
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