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between 1996 and 2019. The field has expanded not only in
volume, but also in scope, with themes such as dairy cattle
affective state, welfare assessment, human-animal
Deadline for manuscript relationships, and  precision technology gaining
submissions: momentum.
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We are proposing a Special Issue with the aim of gathering
new science and perspectives on the interrelationships
between these three themes. These topics are neither
synonymous nor mutually exclusive, and we invite debates
on productivity as it relates to dairy cattle welfare, and the
importance of natural behavior.

Dairy cattle welfare improvements depend on the
incorporation of the latest scientific evidence, but science
alone is insufficient to sustain progress due to the influence
of societal values. Therefore, while submissions from
traditional veterinary and animal science perspectives are
most welcome, we also encourage manuscripts from fields
such as psychology, sociology, philosophy, and law.

Dr. Annabelle Beaver
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Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous peerreview
and editorial processes and publishes only high quality
manuscripts that address important issues in the many
varied disciplines that involve animals, with a focus on
animal science, animal welfare and animal ethics. Animals
is covered in the Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE) in
Web of Science, with the latest Impact Factor: 2.7 (2023,
ranks 10/80 (Q1) in ‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal
Science’; 16/167 (Q1) in ‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year
Impact Factor: 3.0.
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