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Message from the Guest Editors

The rate of genetic improvement in the sheep breeding
industry is limited by the poor uptake of techniques that
are almost consolidated for other species. The main
obstacles lie behind a “female factor”, the convoluted
anatomy of the sheep cervix, and a “male factor”, the poor
resistance of ram semen to cryopreservation.

In recent decades, many strategies have been designed to
overcome the limited diffusion of reproductive techniques
for the ovine species, but reliable, consistent, and
sustainable solutions are still far from being found. Recent
developments in artificial insemination, embryo transfer,
and semen storage lay the ground for future research in
this challenging branch of animal reproduction.

This Special Issue of Animals is open to original research
papers that cover current issues in ovine reproduction,
with a special focus on novel approaches to improve
reproductive efficiency in this species.
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