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Message from the Guest Editor

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) has been recognized as a
major health issue of global concerns of the 21st century.
Emerging evidence suggests that the environment is the
single largest source and reservoir of antibiotic resistance
determinants. At its heart, the influence of antibiotic
resistance on human, animal, and plant health and
welfare, as well as its ecological and economic
consequences, has reinforced the need for a concerted
effort to track and control its emergence and
dissemination

Despite a longstanding interest in this topic, currently, we
lack a comprehensive understanding of  how
environmental resistomes change in the context of a
changing environment as well as the contribution of the
environmental state factors to those changes. This Special
Issue will center on metagenomic and population genomic
studies on the environmental resistome and its connection
to environmental state factors. We are especially interested
in the processes that drive the dissemination of AMR
between soil and plant.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Nicholas Dixon There are very few fields that attract as much attention as
School of Chemistryand scientific endeavor related to antibiotic discovery, use and
Molecular Bioscience, University 5 o caration, The public, patients, scientists, clinicians,
of Wollongong, Wollongong, NSW .

2522 Australia policy-makers, NGOs, governments, and  supra-

governmental organizations are all focusing intensively on
it: all are concerned that we use our existing agents more
effectively, and develop and evaluate new interventions in
time to face emerging challenges for the benefit of present
and future generations. We need every discipline to
contribute and collaborate: molecular, microbiological,
clinical, epidemiological, geographic, economic, social
scientific and policy disciples are all key. Antibiotics is a
nimble, inclusive and rigorous indexed journal as an
enabling platform for all who can contribute to solving the
greatest broad concerns of the modern world.
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