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Message from the Guest Editor

New antibiotics must become a profitable venture for
industry if we are to get the new products that we need.
However, if we continue to allow sales volumes to directly
determine company profits, we should expect continued
overuse of these valuable resources and the shorter
duration of efficacy that comes with it.

Incentives for stimulating the R&D of new antibiotics are a
hot topic right now. Many incentive designs are being put
on the table. Some detangle the perverse incentive to
maximize sales volumes but others do not. This Special
Issue discusses the progress that has been made in this
area over the past few years, including from the pilot
schemes that have been launched, and in light of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Crucially, it also considers the
political level to assess how change can be best achieved
and where movement is needed next, considering the
implications of geographic scope.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

There are very few fields that attract as much attention as
scientific endeavor related to antibiotic discovery, use and
preservation. The public, patients, scientists, clinicians,
policy-makers, NGOs, governments, and supra-
governmental organizations are all focusing intensively on
it: all are concerned that we use our existing agents more
effectively, and develop and evaluate new interventions in
time to face emerging challenges for the benefit of present
and future generations. We need every discipline to
contribute and collaborate: molecular, microbiological,
clinical, epidemiological, geographic, economic, social
scientific and policy disciples are all key. Antibiotics is a
nimble, inclusive and rigorous indexed journal as an
enabling platform for all who can contribute to solving the
greatest broad concerns of the modern world.
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