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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

The need to increase efficiency and productivity as well as
flexibility and reliability in production has led to a
revolution in the field of manufacturing. The use of modern
production methods and tools as well as IT and AI
solutions has resulted in the emergence of smart
manufacturing and, in general, a new industrial
philosophy, conventionally called Industry 4.0. On the
other hand, manufacturers, designers, and consumers pay
more and more attention to serviceability/maintainability
products and systems, environmental aspects, and social
issues, as well as the production and distribution
processes themselves. An important element of this
revolution is also to redefine the function and meaning of
the human factor.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

As the world of science becomes ever more specialized,
researchers may lose themselves in the deep forest of the
ever increasing number of subfields being created. This
open access journal Applied Sciences has been started to
link these subfields, so researchers can cut through the
forest and see the surrounding, or quite distant fields and
subfields to help develop his/her own research even further
with the aid of this multi-dimensional network.
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