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Message from the Guest Editors

This Special Issue seeks papers on: (1) studies of the
mechanisms of a photoactive response—such as a light-
induced shape change—and how molecular-level
properties can be harnessed to induce large macroscopic
shape-shi ing; (2) the development of new materials with
unique photo-responsive properties, ranging from crystals
to polymers and composite materials with properties that
take advantage of each constituent to yield functionality
that exceeds the sum of its parts; (3) the development of
processes to make structures useful for applications such
as optical waveguides, patterned films, and fibers; (4) the
demonstration of novel devices as proof of concept; (5)
integrating components to evaluate the possibility of
making smart structures; (6) designs of new experiments
and the characterization of materials, composites, and
devices; and (7) developing theories and models of (a) the
microscopic mechanisms, (b) relationships between
measured quantities and the desired quantities, and (c) the
operation of devices that strongly react with each other
and/or operate with feedback.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

As the world of science becomes ever more specialized,
researchers may lose themselves in the deep forest of the
ever increasing number of subfields being created. This
open access journal Applied Sciences has been started to
link these subfields, so researchers can cut through the
forest and see the surrounding, or quite distant fields and
subfields to help develop his/her own research even further
with the aid of this multi-dimensional network.
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