
Guest Editors:

Dr. Elyse Speaks
Department of Art, Art History,
and Design, University of Notre
Dame, Notre Dame, IN 46556,
USA

Dr. Susan Richmond
College of the Arts, Georgia State
University, Atlanta, GA 30302,
USA

Deadline for manuscript
submissions:
closed (15 January 2024)

Message from the Guest Editors

Since at least the 1960s, artists have leveraged abstraction
to address topical issues without ceding to the classical
framework of sculptural figuration. At once allusive and
open, such practices draw together disparate frameworks
ranging from the vernacular and ethnographic to the
phenomenological and commemorative. The overt
conceptualizations that ensue cultivate trenchant
conversations that foreground the critical terrain that
making and materials occupy.

This Special Issue on contemporary sculpture—broadly
conceived—seeks scholarship that explores the terms,
origins, and outcomes that have emerged globally to
engage with political, ecological, and intersectional
questions. How might we understand such topical
abstractions and the expanded terrain they explore? How
do they pressure the limitations of abstraction to take up
social or political considerations? In what ways might they
invite new audiences, engender new relational positions to
the viewer, or establish new possibilities for aesthetics?
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Andrew M. Nedd
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Arts welcomes scholarly contributions that address
fundamental issues in the arts, broadly conceived, from
any meaningful perspective—theoretical, historical,
interdisciplinary, and global. Submissions are expeditiously
and rigorously reviewed by peers, in order to insure the
highest scholarly standards. Because Arts is an online
journal, articles reach their desired audiences more quickly
and reliably than its print media peers. The future is digital,
a n d Arts combines the stringent scholarly standards of
traditional journals with the easy accessibility afforded by
digitalization.
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Author Benefits

Open Access: free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or
their institutions.
High Visibility: indexed within ESCI (Web of Science), and other databases.
Rapid Publication: manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is provided to
authors approximately 37.3 days after submission; acceptance to publication is
undertaken in 6.8 days (median values for papers published in this journal in the first half
of 2025).
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