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Dr. Maria Stiirzebecher Finger rings are one of the most important types of jewelry,
Dezernat Kultur und and they have been present in various cultures since the

Stadtentwicklung, 99084 Erfurt, Stone Age. In the Middle Ages, they were made from simple

Germany . .
materials such as wood or bone, but also from glass, ivory,
or metal. In the case of metal rings, the spectrum ranges
from iron or bronze and brass to silver and gold. As often
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submissions: served the self-presentation of the wearer. In addition,
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however, they could have certain functions: Signet rings
functioned to authenticate documents, rings with special
symbolism distinguished holders of office or dignity, while
other rings played an important role in special ceremonies,
such as marriage. Since antiquity, rings have been given
and worn as a sign of love and loyalty, and since the late
Middle Ages, they have also been used as memorial and
mourning rings in memory of the deceased. Amulet rings,
meanwhile, were intended to protect or heal the wearer
through special inscriptions or materials used. This Special
Issue focuses on the wide range of different medieval ring
types with different symbolism, function, and religious
backgrounds.
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Prof. Dr. Andrew M. Nedd Arts welcomes scholarly contributions that address
Department of Art History, fundamental issues in the arts, broadly conceived, from
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an meaningful erspective—theoretical, historical
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interdisciplinary, and global. Submissions are expeditiously
and rigorously reviewed by peers, in order to insure the
highest scholarly standards. Because Arts is an online
journal, articles reach their desired audiences more quickly
and reliably than its print media peers. The future is digital,
and Arts combines the stringent scholarly standards of
traditional journals with the easy accessibility afforded by
digitalization.
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