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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

Natural hybridization is a driver of evolution while
anthropogenic hybridization is considered a risk factor for
biodiversity conservation. However, new research findings
challenge these assumptions. Conservation biology needs
innovative guidelines for the protection of hybridizing
endangered species and for upholding the evolutionary
dynamics of admixing populations.

In this Symposium, we will provide reports on ongoing
research projects and updated conservation strategies for
animal populations that are evolving due to natural or
anthropogenic hybridization and gene introgression. Aims
of this Symposium is to promote a positive conservation
view, which accounts for biodiversity inclusively: and also
inclusive of hybridization, e.g., biodiversity of hybridizing
populations. Therefore, the formulation of conservation
solutions requires (1) scientific research and in-depth
analysis of case studies involving hybridization, (2)
debating of any findings by academics and all conservation
stakeholders, and (3) the development of monitoring and
management procedures applicable in the real world of
conservation, a world that is perhaps inclusive towards
hybrids.
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that the work is scientifically sound rather than trying to
predict its future impact.
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