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Message from the Guest Editors

Keratinocytes and melanocytes in the epidermis and
fibroblasts in the dermal compartment, as well as immune
cells, sebocytes and endothelial cells, are strictly
interconnected. This complex cooperation among the
different cell populations guarantees proper skin
homeostasis in physiological processes such as barrier
function, pigmentation, and regeneration. Parallel to cell-
cell interactions, extracellular matrix (ECM) proteins such
as fibronectin and collagens exert an active role in several
cutaneous physiological processes. The cross-talk among
the skin components is under the tight control of
intracellular signaling pathways triggered by a plethora of
growth factors, cytokines, hormones, and bioactive lipids
acting both in an autocrine and paracrine manner. The
deregulation of these interactions contributes to the
development of several pathological conditions such as
inflammatory skin diseases, pigmentary disorders and
melanoma and non-melanoma skin cancer. . This Special
Issue aims to collect advances in the field of dermal-
epidermal cross-talk regulating cutaneous homeostasis.
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Message from the Editorial Board

A major strength of biological science is the diversity of
approaches that biological scientists apply to their
research problems. Biology reflects this diversity and brings
together studies employing the varied experimental and
theoretical approaches that are fueling biological
discovery. Biology, the journal, is a fully peer-reviewed
publication with a rapid and economical route to open
access publication and is listed on PubMed. All articles are
peer-reviewed and the editorial focus is on determining
that the work is scientifically sound rather than trying to
predict its future impact.
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