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Message from the Guest Editors

Mammals’ life cycles are punctuated by major milestones,
among which are weaning, sexual maturity, reproduction
fitness, and lifespan. Together with the pattern and timing
of growth and development, these traits define what is
termed “life history”. Among primates, modern humans
show a uniquely extended life history. Their particular
pattern is characterized by slow and prolonged growth and
development, involving specific ontogenic stages known as
childhood and adolescence. The modern human life cycle
is also unique in implying first reproduction at a relatively
late age, menopause for females in late adulthood, and an
exceptionally long lifespan among primates. Several
advantages could result from this unusual pace of
development, such as an extended period for brain growth
and maturation, the acquisition of technical skills, and the
socialization and development of complex social roles. As
the correlation between ontogeny and phylogeny becomes
better understood, evolutionary developmental biology
concepts (EvoDevo) are especially relevant in exploring the
variability in life history.
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Message from the Editorial Board

A major strength of biological science is the diversity of
approaches that biological scientists apply to their
research problems. Biology reflects this diversity and brings
together studies employing the varied experimental and
theoretical approaches that are fueling biological
discovery. Biology, the journal, is a fully peer-reviewed
publication with a rapid and economical route to open
access publication and is listed on PubMed. All articles are
peer-reviewed and the editorial focus is on determining
that the work is scientifically sound rather than trying to
predict its future impact.

an Open Access Journal by MDPI

5.73.6

Author Benefits

Open Access: free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or
their institutions.
High Visibility: indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed, PMC, PubAg,
CAPlus / SciFinder, and other databases.
Journal Rank: JCR - Q1 (Biology) / CiteScore - Q1 (General Agricultural and Biological
Sciences )

Contact Us

Biology Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland

Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
www.mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/biology
biology@mdpi.com

@Biology_MDPI

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=2079-7737
https://www.mdpi.com/openaccess
http://www.mdpi.com/journal/biology/apc
https://www.scopus.com/sourceid/21100316035
https://mjl.clarivate.com/search-results?issn=2079-7737&hide_exact_match_fl=true&utm_source=mjl&utm_medium=share-by-link&utm_campaign=search-results-share-this-journal
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=%2522Biology+%2528Basel%2529%2522+%255Bjour%255D&sort=pubdate
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/journals/2312/
https://pubag.nal.usda.gov/?_=1643980198717&f%255Bjournal_name%255D%255B%255D=Biology&search_field=journal_text&sort=date-desc
https://sso.cas.org/as/authorization.oauth2?response_type=code&client_id=scifinder-n&redirect_uri=https%253A%252F%252Fscifinder-n.cas.org%252Fpa%252Foidc%252Fcb&state=eyJ6aXAiOiJERUYiLCJhbGciOiJkaXIiLCJlbmMiOiJBMTI4Q0JDLUhTMjU2Iiwia2lkIjoianMiLCJzdWZmaXgiOiJUYWozcGUu
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/biology/indexing
https://mdpi.com
https://mdpi.com/journal/biology

	Evolutionary Insights into Life History

