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Message from the Guest Editor
Dear Colleagues,

Colorectal cancer (CRC) is one of the most common
malignancies worldwide. Therapeutic approaches vary
according to tumor location (colonic or rectal) and pTNM
stage, the latter representing a main prognostic factor.

In spite of the improvement in the early diagnosis and
therapy of CRC, several issues are still open. First, the
identification of factors associated with a high risk of
progression in non-metastatic (pNOMO) CRC still represents
a research challenge and means it would be relevant to
select patients for adjuvant treatments. Second, in view of
the spreading endoscopic resection of CRC, predictors of
nodal metastases in pT1 tumors would help in identifying
patients needing surgery. Finally, pre-treatment clinical,
endoscopic, or histological features able to predict the
response of rectal adenocarcinoma to neo-adjuvant
chemo-radiotherapy (CRT) would be useful to design
tailored therapeutic strategies.

The aim of this Special Issue is to provide new insights into
prognostic and predictive factors for early or pNOMO CRC,
and for locally advanced rectal carcinoma treated with
neo-adjuvant CRT. These could be useful to develop
individualized treatments.
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