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Message from the Guest Editor

Hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) is the most common
primary liver cancer. Despite the variety of available
treatments ranging from liver transplantation, resection, or
locoregional therapies to systemic treatments, the
prognosis of HCC remains unsatisfactory. Unlike other
cancers, HCC responds less effectively to immunotherapies
due to its complex tumor microenvironment (TME). One
postulated factor is its deregulated cellular metabolism,
which leads to an immune inhibitory TME characterized by
elevated lactate and low pH.

Among  other immune cells, tumor-associated
macrophages (TAMs) can exhibit pro-tumorigenic function
when they differentiate towards anti-inflammatory, M2-like
subtypes. Given the high plasticity of TAMs, exploring
relevant factors in the regulation of macrophage
polarization could inform therapeutic decisions and
improve the efficacy ofimmunomodulatory therapies.

In recent vyears, metabolite alterations, metabolic
reprogramming, and potential immunometabolic crosstalk
in the TME have attracted increasing attention. This will be
beneficial in providing sufficient biological information for
the personalized and precise treatment of liver cancer.
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Biomolecules is a multidisciplinary open-access journal
that reports on all aspects of research related to biogenic
substances, from small molecules to complex polymers.
We invite manuscripts of high scientific quality that pertain
to the diverse aspects relevant to organic molecules,
irrespective of the biological question or methodology. We
aim for a competent, fair peer review and rapid
publication. Please look at some of the exciting work that
has been published in Biomolecules so far. We would be
delighted to welcome you as one of our authors.
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