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Message from the Guest Editors

Negative symptoms are prevalent among many individuals
diagnosed with schizophrenia. Despite their significant
impact, negative symptoms have o+en been
overshadowed in diagnostic criteria, treatment
approaches, and research pertaining to schizophrenia,
especially when compared to positive symptoms.
Additionally, there remains a lack of clarity in clinical
practice regarding the definition and differentiation
between primary and secondary negative symptoms.
Recognizing secondary negative symptoms can enable
tailored treatment interventions, especially considering the
fact that these symptoms can stem from various factors
such as positive symptoms, substance abuse, medication
side effects, or depressive episodes.

This Special Issue aims to offer fresh insights into negative
symptoms by presenting clinical tools, brain imaging
studies, physiological data, and innovative treatment
modalities, including medications targeting
neurotransmitter systems other than dopamine, or
exploring adjunctive therapies alongside antipsychotics.
Research aimed at enhancing our understanding of the
pathophysiology underlying negative symptoms is also
encouraged.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Stephen D. Meriney
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University of Pittsburgh,
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication in
Brain Sciences (ISSN 2076-3425). Brain Sciences is an open
access, peer-reviewed scientific journal that publishes
original articles, critical reviews, research notes, and short
communications on neuroscience. The scientific
community and the general public can access the content
free of charge as soon as it is published.
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Author Benefits

Open Access: free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or
their institutions.
High Visibility: indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed, PMC, Embase,
PSYNDEX, PsycInfo, CAPlus / SciFinder, and other databases.
Rapid Publication: manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is provided to
authors approximately 17.6 days after submission; acceptance to publication is
undertaken in 2.5 days (median values for papers published in this journal in the second
half of 2025).
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