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Message from the Guest Editor

SUDs and addictive behaviors are chronic and relapsing
brain diseases with genetic, neurodevelopmental, and
sociocultural contributors. While less is known of addictive
behaviors, drugs of abuse are mediated by the brain
reward circuitry and act on D1 and D2 receptors via the
striatal and corticostriatal pathways, respectively.
Repeated exposure to drugs trigger neuroplastic changes
that may be measured from the cell to the network level.
Shared and overlapping pathophysiology is observed with
severe mental illness and may thus underlie the high
prevalence of co-morbidity. It is therefore possible that
treatments for severe mental illness (or vice versa) may be
effective for SUDs. Notwithstanding, there is an urgent
need for a greater understanding of the pathophysiology of
SUDs and addictive behaviors to optimize innovative and
effective treatments for many of those suffering now and
after COVID-19.  

This Special Issue welcomes meta-analyses, systematic
and scoping reviews or opinions and original articles on
addiction and its treatment.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Stephen D. Meriney
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication in
Brain Sciences (ISSN 2076-3425). Brain Sciences is an open
access, peer-reviewed scientific journal that publishes
original articles, critical reviews, research notes, and short
communications on neuroscience. The scientific
community and the general public can access the content
free of charge as soon as it is published.
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Open Access: free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or
their institutions.
High Visibility: indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed, PMC, Embase,
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Rapid Publication: manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is provided to
authors approximately 12.9 days after submission; acceptance to publication is
undertaken in 2.5 days (median values for papers published in this journal in the first half
of 2024).
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