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Message from the Guest Editors

Traditional architecture in developing regions stands as a
testament to human ingenuity, reflecting a profound
understanding of local environmental dynamics, cultural
traditions and community needs. However, amidst the
rapid urbanization and modernization sweeping across
developing regions, traditional architectural practices are
facing unprecedented challenges. Many communities are
losing touch with their architectural heritage, while
simultaneously grappling with pressing issues such as
environmental degradation, resource scarcity and social
inequality.

As such, it is of great importance to re-evaluate the role of
traditional architecture in the pursuit of sustainable
urbanization and ecological adaptation in developing
regions.

This Special Issue seeks to illuminate the intrinsic value of
traditional architecture in the context of sustainable
development, with a particular focus on rural, remote and
underdeveloped areas. Through interdisciplinary
collaboration and knowledge exchange, we can harness
the lessons of the past to inform the design, planning and
governance of resilient and culturally vibrant cities and
communities. 
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Current urban environments are home to multi-modal
transit systems, extensive energy grids, a building stock,
and integrated services. Sprawling neighborhoods are
composed of buildings that accommodate living and
working quarters. However, it is expected that the cities
and communities of the future will face complex and
enormous challenges, including maintenance,
interconnectivity, resilience, energy efficiency, and
sustainability issues, to name but a few. A smart city uses
advanced technologies and a digital infrastructure to
improve the outcomes in every aspect of a city’s
operations. A smart building optimizes the experience of
occupants, staff, and management by using a modern and
connected environment. Innovations in technology that
can bring dramatic improvements to design, planning, and
policy are critical in developing the cities and buildings of
the future.
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