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Message from the Guest Editor

Head and neck cancer includes more than ten different
cancer sites. Each site, subsite, and pathological type has
unique biological characteristics, pathogenesis, clinical
features, and treatment options. Despite a reduction in
known risk factors in many developed countries, the rate of
some cancers continues to rise. This includes skin cancers
in aging populations from lifetime solar exposure, human
papilloma virus induced oropharyngeal cancer, and
thyroid cancer and oral cancer in younger patients with no
clear etiological factors. Technological advances such as
surgical robotics and immune check point inhibitors are all
impacting the way that cancers of the head and neck
region are managed, leading to improved survival and
functional outcomes.

This Special Issue on the clinical application of head and
neck cancer research is focused on (1) clinical head and
neck cancer research—trials, survival outcomes, cancer
staging, innovations and advances, functional outcomes,
patient reported outcomes, patient education and
survivorship; and (2) fundamental research with real world
application that impacts how patients with head and neck
cancer are managed.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Cancers is an international online journal addressing both
clinical and basic science issues related to cancer research.
The journal is publishing in Open Access format, which will
certainly evolve to ensure that the journal takes full
advantage of the rapidly changing world of information
and knowledge dissemination. It publishes high-quality
clinical, translational, and basic science research on cancer
prevention, initiation, progression, and treatment, as well
as other related topics, particularly to capture the most
seminal studies in the rapidly growing area of immunology,
immunotherapy, and tumor microenvironment.
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