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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

Hodgkin Lymphoma (HL) is a cancer of lymph nodes and is
commonly diagnosed in adolescents and young adults. It is
characterized by a minority of tumor cells, called Hodgkin
and Reed–Sternberg (HRS) cells, that are surrounded by a
large number of reactive immune cells. The HRS cells
originate from germinal center B-cells and are highly
aberrant. It is hard to understand how they can develop
within lymph nodes, especially in young and otherwise
healthy individuals. This is even more apparent in cases in
which the immunogenic Epstein–Barr-virus (EBV) is present
in the tumor cells. Not only do (precursor) HRS cells escape
from a multitude of anti-tumor immune responses, they
even shape and hijack the tumor microenvironment (TME)
for their own benefit. This may explain why novel
treatments like immune checkpoint inhibitors that target
the TME are highly effective in HL. 

You are invited to contribute original research to this Issue
on the Immunology of HL. The main theme is the cross-talk
between (cells of) the TME and (precursor) HRS cells.
Manuscripts on immunology related blood biomarkers and
genetic susceptibility are also invited.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Cancers is an international online journal addressing both
clinical and basic science issues related to cancer research.
The journal is publishing in Open Access format, which will
certainly evolve to ensure that the journal takes full
advantage of the rapidly changing world of information
and knowledge dissemination. It publishes high-quality
clinical, translational, and basic science research on cancer
prevention, initiation, progression, and treatment, as well
as other related topics, particularly to capture the most
seminal studies in the rapidly growing area of immunology,
immunotherapy, and tumor microenvironment.
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