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Message from the Guest Editors

Squamous cell carcinomas of the alimentary tract (head
and neck; esophagus; anal canal) are aggressive
malignancies with poor prognosis. A better understanding
of the mechanisms of carcinogenesis can identify areas of
preventive interventions. Head and neck squamous cell
carcinoma and esophageal squamous cell carcinoma are
associated with elevated mutational load but lacks specific
genetic mutations, while anal cancer is very often
associated with human papillomavirus.

In this Special Issue of Cancers, we invite systematic
reviews to address such challenges for squamous cell
carcinomas of the alimentary tract. Topics will include but
are not limited to pathogenesis of these cancers;
mechanisms of carcinogenesis; immunosurveillance;
detection strategies; role of biomarkers; tumor spreading;
identification of novel therapeutic targets. This Special
Issue aims to highlight the current state in pathogenesis,
detection and spread of squamous cell carcinomas of the
alimentary tract, and to identify gaps of knowledge.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Samuel C. Mok Cancers is an international online journal addressing both
Department of Gynecologic clinical and basic science issues related to cancer research.
Oncology and Reproducive The journal is publishing in Open Access format, which will
Medicine, The University of Texas . .

MD Anderson Cancer Center, certainly evolve to ensure that the journal takes full
Houston, TX 77030, USA advantage of the rapidly changing world of information

and knowledge dissemination. It publishes high-quality
clinical, translational, and basic science research on cancer
prevention, initiation, progression, and treatment, as well
as other related topics, particularly to capture the most
seminal studies in the rapidly growing area of immunology,
immunotherapy, and tumor microenvironment.
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