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Message from the Guest Editors

Integrins are a family of cell surface receptors with a
longstanding history in cancer. The integrin-mediated
binding of extracellular matrix components (ECM) by
cancer cells leads to essential signaling for cancer cell
survival, proliferation, migration, extravasation, and
metastatic dissemination to secondary organs.

Indeed, integrins are expressed not only on cancer cells,
but also on stromal cells, such as endothelial cells and
cancer-associated fibroblasts (CAFs), and on host immune
cells, such as tumor-associated macrophages (TAMs) and
tumor-infiltrating lymphocytes (TILs).

Thus, the aim of this issue is to unravel the role of integrins
in cancer–TME crosstalk, exploring novel molecular
pathways by which integrins might promote cancer
progression and resistance to anticancer therapy, and
suggesting innovative targets for therapeutic interventions.

We solicit contributions on all topics connected to this
area, including, but not limited to:

Integrins in cancer cell – TME interactions driving
drug resistance
Integrins in cancer immune evasion strategies
Development of antibody/small-molecule–drug
conjugates
Integrins as tools for molecular imaging
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Cancers is an international online journal addressing both
clinical and basic science issues related to cancer research.
The journal is publishing in Open Access format, which will
certainly evolve to ensure that the journal takes full
advantage of the rapidly changing world of information
and knowledge dissemination. It publishes high-quality
clinical, translational, and basic science research on cancer
prevention, initiation, progression, and treatment, as well
as other related topics, particularly to capture the most
seminal studies in the rapidly growing area of immunology,
immunotherapy, and tumor microenvironment.
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