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Message from the Guest Editors

Gene therapeutics have been evolving at a rapid pace since
the 1990s, and as of 2020, there are 16 types of gene
therapeutics that have been commercialized throughout
the world. Among these gene therapeutic candidates,
virus-mediated gene therapeutics have been approved in
Europe (2012) and two other gene therapeutics have been
approved in the USA and Europe (2015 and 2016). Based on
this current trend, the gene and cell therapeutics field is
expected to expand and transform more rapidly.

We will highlight the most cutting-edge discoveries in the
translational development of bio-molecular therapeutics
for cancer via this issue. Furthermore, as always, our
unique focus on development gene and cell therapeutics
will allow us to highlight the most exciting high-impact
findings.

We will discuss recent advancements and developments in
the following areas: (1) oncolytic viruses—specific targeting
of tumor and tumor microenvironment, and the tumor-
specific expression of therapeutic genes, (2) genetically
armed immune regulatory cells/adaptive immune
therapies, (3) cancer vaccination strategies, (4) targeting of
neo-antigens and tumor stem cells, and (5) non-viral vector
delivery.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Cells has become a solid international scientific journal
that is now indexed on SCIE and in other databases. We
have successfully introduced a special issues format so
that these issues serve as mini-forums in specific areas of
cell science. Cells encourages researchers to suggest new
special issues, serve as special issues editors, and
volunteer to be reviewers. Our main focus will remain on
cell anatomy and physiology, the structure and function of
organelles, cell adhesion and motility, and the regulation
of intracellular signaling, growth, differentiation, and aging.
We are open to both original research papers and reviews.
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