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comorbidity.

Without proper treatment, functional somatic disorders
place significant psychosocial, educational, and financial
strains on children and their families, as well as a
substantial burden on the healthcare system with high
healthcare costs. Thus, there is an urgent need for the
improvement of models for systematic assessment,
diagnostic tools, and the development of specialised
treatment across the spectrum of severity. This Special
Issue offers a unique opportunity to contribute to a state-
of-the-art series on functional somatic disorders in children
and adolescents with special emphasis on studies
presenting original research on assessment issues and/or
new treatment programmes in this area.
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journal—research articles, reviews, and other content are
published online immediately after acceptance. The
scientific community and the general public have
unlimited free access to the content as soon as it is
published. The journal focuses on sharing clinical,
epidemiological, and translational science relevant to
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one of our authors.
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