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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

The tremendous advances in neonatal medicine in recent
years have made it possible for very immature preterm
infants to survive. Newborn infants with complex and
severe congenital disorders and malformations can be
offered therapeutic interventions to prolong life and
possibly even fully repair congenital defects. In the care of
preterm and ill newborns, parents and the professional
team have to consider neurodevelopmental outcome,
disability-free survival, and quality of life in addition to
survival alone when deciding on initiation, continuation, or
discontinuation of active therapy. The right to live might
come into conflict with the idea of perfect health in a
situation where the patient´s presumed will cannot be
determined. On the other hand, the right to die in a futile
situation might come into conflict with parents’ or the
professional team’s resistance to end therapy. We hope to
help clinicians through this Special Issue to be able to
better counsel parents and guide them through the
“decision-making process”.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Paul R. Carney
Departments of Child Health and
Neurology, University of Missouri,
400 Keene Street, Columbia, MI
65201, USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

You are invited to contribute a research article or
comprehensive review for consideration and publication in
Children (ISSN 2227-9067). Children is an open access
journal—research articles, reviews, and other content are
published online immediately a er acceptance. The
scientific community and the general public have
unlimited free access to the content as soon as it is
published. The journal focuses on sharing clinical,
epidemiological, and translational science relevant to
children’s health. We would be pleased to welcome you as
one of our authors.
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