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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

During the last few decades, non-alcoholic fatty liver
disease (NAFLD) has become the most common cause of
chronic liver disease in children. The rise in its prevalence
has paralleled the pediatric obesity epidemic. Recently, a
new definition for NAFLD has been proposed: metabolic-
associated fatty liver disease (MAFLD). This new definition
highlights the pivotal role of obesity in MAFLD diagnosis
and progression. Several studies have clearly
demonstrated that NAFLD represents the hepatic
manifestation of metabolic syndrome. In particular, NAFLD
is actively involved in worsening insulin-resistance and in
the derangement of glucose homeostasis. Many challenges
arise from this new definition. The first lies in the
identification of non-invasive diagnostic biomarkers and
imaging tools. Moreover, new targeted therapies to treat
the metabolic abnormalities associated with fatty liver are
needed. We invite investigators to contribute review
articles as well as original research articles that will
stimulate the continuing efforts to understand the natural
history, pathogenesis, diagnostic tools, and comorbidities
of MAFLD.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Paul R. Carney
Departments of Child Health and
Neurology, University of Missouri,
400 Keene Street, Columbia, MI
65201, USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

You are invited to contribute a research article or
comprehensive review for consideration and publication in
Children (ISSN 2227-9067). Children is an open access
journal—research articles, reviews, and other content are
published online immediately aEer acceptance. The
scientific community and the general public have
unlimited free access to the content as soon as it is
published. The journal focuses on sharing clinical,
epidemiological, and translational science relevant to
children’s health. We would be pleased to welcome you as
one of our authors.
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