. diversity o

an Open Access Journal by MDPI

Coral Reef Biogeography, Ecology and Conservation under Climate
Change and Human Disturbance

Guest Editor:

Dr. Douglas Fenner
National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration,
Washington, DC, USA

Deadline for manuscript
submissions:
closed (31 July 2024)

Message from the Guest Editor

Hard corals are the primary constructors of tropical coral
reefs. Hard corals and coral reefs are impacted by a wide
variety of human threats, including climate change, which
is predicted to nearly extirpate them in the coming
decades. Coral reefs are the most diverse shallow-water
marine ecosystem and provide huge ecosystem services to
humans. Corals actually have relatively low diversity
compared with some other groups of organisms on coral
reefs. The Indo-Pacific is the world’s largest biogeographic
zone, in which the majority of coral species can be found.
In spite of many decades of work on coral species and a
few decades of work on coral biogeography, there is still
much we do not know about coral diversity and
biogeography. It appears that coral diversity is
considerably higher than that currently recognized, and
DNA sequencing can hopefully provide an independent
guide as to what groups of individuals comprise a species,
but most DNA results have conflicted with morphological
characteristics.
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