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Message from the Guest Editors

Thousands of species are known exclusively from caves
and associated subterranean habitats. Many of these
species are without eyes or pigment, and have adaptations
to life in darkness. Collectively, they are one of the best
examples of convergent evolution known. Globally, the
number of caves is in the thousands, but only a very few
harbor more than a handful of species. We provide an
update on these hotspot caves, first enumerated by David
Culver and Boris Sket in 2000. A er an overview by the
editors, approximately ten of these hotspot caves will be
described and the fauna enumerated. The included caves
will have 25 or more stygobionts, 25 or more troglobionts,
or will be one of the richest caves in a large region,
especially the tropics.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Diversity (ISSN 1424-2818) is a scholarly journal that covers
all areas of diversity research. Our distinguished editorial
board and refereeing process ensures the highest degree of
scientific rigor for publishing. Original research articles and
timely reviews are released online, with unlimited free
access.

We invite papers and reviews on multidisciplinary topics of
diversity that bridge organismic diversity (systematics,
biodiversity, phylogeny, population genetics, and
evolution) and molecular diversity (phytochemistry and
biophysics).
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