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In recent years, urban planning theory and practice have
been confronted with important contemporary issues
characterizing the future of cities and landscapes. The
disciplinary framework of urban planners is evolving
towards the integration of relevant questions comprising
adaptations to climate change, digitalization and
smartness, environmental evaluation, greening, natural
resources, the urban–rural interface, accessibility, and
performance. In this transition, planning theory is
continuously complemented with concepts and
methods belonging to a variety of scientific domains.
Consequently, planning practitioners are stimulated
towards innovative operative pathways. The connected
magmatic flow of ideas and concepts invokes more
work for the consolidation of theoretical cornerstones
through the proposition or revisitation of basic
definitions of what urban planning is (and for) in
contemporary societies. Interested colleagues are
invited to submit papers—both conceptual essays and
case studies—with a specific focus on the impact on the
discipline and the day-to-day professional work of urban
planners.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Many international journals have proliferated over the
last 20 years regarding very specific themes of
research. Thus, I am pleased to announce the new
open-access MDPI journal Encyclopedia to provide a
wide audience platform for the presentation of
outcomes and methodological approaches of current
interest for the scientific community. Social sciences,
humanities, physical sciences, engineering, and life
sciences are the principal macro-areas of relevance for
the journal. On behalf of the Editorial Board, I welcome
all to Encyclopedia and invite contributions of entry
papers to our editorial project.
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Open Access:
free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid
by authors or their institutions.

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus and other databases.

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 26.8 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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