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Message from the Guest Editor

In recent years, stable isotope ecology has grown
tremendously; stable isotopes of carbon (δ13C), nitrogen
(δ15N), strontium (87Sr/86Sr), hydrogen (δD) and oxygen
(δ18O), calcium (δ44/42Ca and δ44/40Ca) and magnesium
(δ26Mg) were employed to understand the changing
community structure, nutrient and water-use efficiency
through tree ring isotope analyses, base cation source and
depletion in the forest and other vegetated ecosystems, as
well as plant–soil and plant–animal interactions. Stable
isotope ecology has benefitted ecosystem analysts’
understanding of ecosystems’ structure and function, and
offered new perspectives of probable mechanisms of
functioning.

In this Special Issue, our aim is to reinforce our current
understanding by highlighting recent research studies
employing stable isotopes in forest ecology, forest litter
decomposition, forest biogeochemistry, forest soil,
dendrochronology, forest ecohydrology and forest
ecophysiology.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the highest
degree of scientific rigor and review of all published
articles. Original research articles and timely reviews are
released online, with unlimited free access.

Our goal is to have  Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading edge
research in this broad and diverse field. We therefore invite
you to be one of our authors, and in doing so share your
important research findings with the global forestry
community.
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