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Message from the Guest Editors

A forest's biodiversity is a key factor in its functioning,
which results in a multitude of forest ecosystem services
and in maintaining its adaptation and resilience to climate
change. Forest biodiversity is changing dramatically due to
current  management  practices. The extent of
anthropogenic forest conversion to other land uses is
continuously increasing over time. In this context, the
characterization of the impact of forest disturbance on
terrestrial  biodiversity is essential. Soil microbial
communities are increasingly being used to determine the
responses of soils to stress and disturbances. Climate
change also significantly impacts the soil biota, with
consequences for soil functioning. Microbial communities
might thus serve as an indicator of forest ecosystem status.
Therefore, new studies on the responses of

microorganisms to various disturbances, including climate
change and forest management activities, are needed. This
Special Issue is aimed at publishing selected contributions
on the effects of forest disturbance and climate change on
soil microbial communities and on plant-associated
microbiomes.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Giacomo Alessandro Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
Gerosa disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished

Department of Mathematics and
Physics, Catholic University of
Brescia, I-25121 Brescia, Italy

editorial board and refereeing process ensures the highest
degree of scientific rigor and review of all published
articles. Original research articles and timely reviews are
released online, with unlimited free access.

Our goal is to have Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading edge
research in this broad and diverse field. We therefore invite
you to be one of our authors, and in doing so share your
important research findings with the global forestry
community.
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