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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

Agricultural lands represent more than one-third of the
global land surface and are o%en subject to changes in
their land cover and use due to multiple reasons. The
conversion of agroecosystems to forest areas, with the
objective of restoring degraded croplands and pastures or
changing the land use (biofuel production, creation of
recreation areas, etc.), is o%en accompanied by significant
changes to soil properties and water fluxes. Many studies
have highlighted the beneficial impacts on soil health a%er
afforestation in agroecosystem lands; however, increased
water use by tree vegetation is of high concern to
policymakers, particularly in areas of water stress. These
tradeoffs between the impacts of afforestation on soils and
on the hydrological cycle have sparked criticism of
implementing man-made forests in land restoration
programs and in climate change adaptation and
mitigation. This Special Issue aims to further our
knowledge about these tradeoffs and the potential of
afforestation to improve soil health without endangering
water availability.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the highest
degree of scientific rigor and review of all published
articles. Original research articles and timely reviews are
released online, with unlimited free access.

Our goal is to have  Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading edge
research in this broad and diverse field. We therefore invite
you to be one of our authors, and in doing so share your
important research findings with the global forestry
community.
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