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Message from the Guest Editors

The main biological components of forest soil are plant
roots, fungi, microbes and soil fauna, all of which
participate in the functioning of the forest ecosystem by
refining and decomposing organic matter. Soil plays an
important part in natural cycles, including the nutrient
cycling cycle, which involves soil organic matter, such as
carbon, nitrogen and phosphorus, being absorbed and
stored in the soil. Soil biota consumes large amounts of
nutrients that move from one trophic level to another in
the food chain. As a result, the soil biota mediates
ecosystem services, with the most important being the
decomposition and dynamics of organic matter, nutrient
cycling, carbon sequestration, energy flow, water regime
and preservation of water reserves in the soil and for plant
growth. In this Special Issue, we focus on forest soil
nutrients and biota.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the highest
degree of scientific rigor and review of all published
articles. Original research articles and timely reviews are
released online, with unlimited free access.

Our goal is to have Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading edge
research in this broad and diverse field. We therefore invite
you to be one of our authors, and in doing so share your
important research findings with the global forestry
community.
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