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Message from the Guest Editor

The lack of information around how root traits vary among
environments and throughout the history of plant
evolution has limited the study of plant evolutionary
ecology, ecosystem functioning, and species effects on C
cycles.

Tests of hypotheses regarding root trait syndromes have
been particularly hampered due to (1) a paucity of
systematically collected data and (2) the complexity of root
functioning and traits. Contrary to other plant organs, the
collection and identification of root systems did not
developed as a field of research to this date. Perhaps due
to the challenges associated with collection and
identification of organs embedded in soil, detailed
description of root systems is available only in a small
proportion of species, mostly in temperate areas. However,
few studies have investigated the evolutionary relationship
between changes in root traits and the dependency on
mycorrhizal partners, particularly in tropical forests.

This Special Issue mainly focuses on describing the drivers
of fine root traits in tree species, and how those traits can
affect plant fitness and ecosystem services of forests and
tree crops in tropical areas.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the highest
degree of scientific rigor and review of all published
articles. Original research articles and timely reviews are
released online, with unlimited free access.

Our goal is to have  Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading edge
research in this broad and diverse field. We therefore invite
you to be one of our authors, and in doing so share your
important research findings with the global forestry
community.
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