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Message from the Guest Editor

Forests are biotic communities comprised of multiple
interacting species. These communities can change in
response to natural and/or anthropogenic disturbances.
Along with trees, forest communities contain insects and
microbes with multiple roles that may be independent of
one another but are o en interactive. These organisms can
impact the ability of each species to survive and perform
within a forest system as well as influencing the overall
system dynamics. Some insects and microbes are
intimately involved in ecosystem processes, such as
nutrient cycling, nitrogen fixation and pollination. Some
are long-established community members with known
relationships that can affect forest health and
management (e.g., bark beetles, defoliators, root rots), but
these relationships are changing in the presence of
anthropogenic disturbances. Other recently-arrived
invasive species have changed community structure and
dynamics (e.g., European woodwasp and sudden oak
death). From a forest ecology and management
perspective, these relationships and interactions require
further investigation.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the highest
degree of scientific rigor and review of all published
articles. Original research articles and timely reviews are
released online, with unlimited free access.

Our goal is to have  Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading edge
research in this broad and diverse field. We therefore invite
you to be one of our authors, and in doing so share your
important research findings with the global forestry
community.
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