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Message from the Guest Editor

Close-range sensing techniques include but are not limited
to sensors employing laser scanning (light detection and
ranging, LiDAR) or digital photogrammetry, attached to
static or mobile, terrestrial, or airborne platforms aiming to
provide detailed 3D reconstruction of trees and forests. The
use of terrestrial point clouds acquired using terrestrial
laser scanning (TLS) or close-range photogrammetry has
brought new approaches to detailed characterization of
individual trees. Compared to conventional forest
mensuration techniques, terrestrial point clouds enable
non-destructive approaches to directly measure such
attributes that have previously required destructive
sampling or modeling. Attached to mobile platforms or
using wearable sensors while employing simultaneous
localization and mapping (SLAM) techniques, detailed
terrestrial point clouds can be acquired on the move, which
improves the cost-efficiency of point cloud data
acquisition. Altogether, state-of-the-art sensor technology
accompanied with different point cloud processing
methods enables feasible observation tools for improving
understanding of the functioning of trees and forests in
general.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the highest
degree of scientific rigor and review of all published
articles. Original research articles and timely reviews are
released online, with unlimited free access.

Our goal is to have  Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading edge
research in this broad and diverse field. We therefore invite
you to be one of our authors, and in doing so share your
important research findings with the global forestry
community.
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