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Message from the Guest Editor
Dear Colleagues,

Plant species diversity influences forest functions and the
ecosystems services they provide. Natural disturbances
play an important role in the creation and maintenance of
forest diversity. However, global change is expected to alter
disturbance regimes, creating novel conditions for forest
ecosystems and their diversity. Thus, a deeper
understanding of how forest diversity relates to different
disturbances across regions is required to anticipate the
response of forest diversity to altered disturbance regimes.
Particularly, there is an urgent need to understand how the
diversity of canopy as well as understory taxonomic and
functional species responds to altered disturbance
regimes, how disturbances influence above- and below-
ground diversity linkages, and whether forest resilience to
disturbances depends on diversity.
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Prof. Dr. Giacomo Alessandro Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
Gerosa disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished

Department of Mathematics and
Physics, Catholic University of
Brescia, I-25121 Brescia, Italy

editorial board and refereeing process ensures the highest
degree of scientific rigor and review of all published
articles. Original research articles and timely reviews are
released online, with unlimited free access.

Our goal is to have Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading edge
research in this broad and diverse field. We therefore invite
you to be one of our authors, and in doing so share your
important research findings with the global forestry
community.
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