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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear colleagues,

Wildfires are a natural disturbance factor in Mediterranean
forest ecosystems, where climate change and fire
suppression have altered natural fire patterns. High-
intensity fires modify the hydrologic response of soil and
enhance its degradation, removing vegetation and altering
chemical, physical, and biological soil properties.
Therefore, mitigation of post-fire effects is compulsory in
order to reduce soil exposure to hydrological and quality
degradation. Post-fire treatments may be divided into
three categories: (i) emergency stabilization; (ii)
rehabilitation; and (iii) restoration. Many experiments
developed in the USA and Europe have shown that long-
term rehabilitation and restoration actions are o:en
focused on the biotic components of the ecosystem. For
these activities, recovery of native plant communities and
habitats, maintenance of plant biodiversity, re-
establishment of timber or grazing species, and control of
invasive weeds are the most important targets. The
objectives of this session are to bring together experiences
from different parts of the world on plant and soil recovery
after wildfires.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the highest
degree of scientific rigor and review of all published
articles. Original research articles and timely reviews are
released online, with unlimited free access.

Our goal is to have  Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading edge
research in this broad and diverse field. We therefore invite
you to be one of our authors, and in doing so share your
important research findings with the global forestry
community.
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